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Introduction and Purpose of the Curriculum Handbook

At John Paul College, we provide an enriching and diverse environment where our
Year 9 and Year 10 students, having experienced two years of education at the
College, begin to take ownership of their learning journey; continuing to study the
core subjects mandated in the Western Australian Curriculum, but through
experiences and personal strengths, have the chance to select elective courses to
enhance their pathways.

Students continue to be given opportunities to engage in co-curricular activities
offered by the College and the community in the areas of Sport, Arts, Culture and
Ministry. Development of student leadership skills and discussions on career
pathways is a focus for Year 9 and Year 10.

Entering their senior years, students are equipped to make well-considered
decisions about their pathways. Year 11 students lead by example, demonstrating
strategic study choices and behaviours. They are empowered to take charge of
their learning, setting a strong foundation for their final year. By Year 12, our
students confidently declare, "I am ready" to pursue post-school opportunities,
armed with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed.

In the Senior School years, students have the flexibility to choose between two
distinct pathways: Uni Empowered and VET Empowered. Each pathway offers a
diverse range of courses, allowing students to tailor their education to their
interests, needs, and career goals. Uni Empowered provides a strong academic
foundation for those aiming for university, while VET Empowered offers practical
and vocational training for students pursuing immediate career opportunities.
Both pathways provide holistic learning experiences that nurture students'
growth and development, ensuring they are well-rounded individuals prepared
for their future endeavours.

Welcome to the Year 9 and Year 10 Curriculum Handbook at John Paul College—
a journey designed to enrich every student to consider courses that will lead to a
challenging yet successful journey in their future Senior School years.
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Vision for Learning at John Paul College

The John Paul College Vision for Learning revolves around the powerful triad of
principles: Engage, Enrich and Empower. Grounded in the enduring values and
teachings of revered figures such as Pope John Paul |, Saint John Paul, Blessed
Edmund Rice, St. Mary MacKillop, Sr. Catherine McAuley, Archbishop Redmond
Prendiville, and Sr. Bridget Clancy, these principles serve as the cornerstone of the
institution's commitment to educational excellence and holistic development.

Engage: At John Paul College, engagement is not just a method but a philosophy.
It signifies an active, participatory approach to learning, fostering an environment
where students are fullyimmersed in their educational journey. Through dynamic
teaching practices and a culture of thinking, the college ensures that every student
is not merely a passive recipient of knowledge but an active participant, sparking
curiosity and a love for learning. Our Year 7 and Year 8 Curriculum Handbook is
titled Engaging Today for Learners of Tomorrow.

Enrich: The commitment to enrichment goes beyond academic achievement.
John Paul College seeks to enrich the whole person. The curriculum is designed to
provide a comprehensive education that goes beyond textbooks, incorporating
experiential learning, cultural awareness, and character development. This
holistic approach aims to nurture compassionate and resilient individuals who are
well-prepared to navigate the complexities of the world. Our Year 9 and Year 10
Curriculum Handbook is titled Enriching the Learning Journey.

Empower: The ultimate goal of the Vision for Learning is empowerment. The
College strives to empower students with the knowledge and skills needed to
make meaningful contributions to a global society. This empowerment extends to
cultivating a sense of responsibility and enlightenment, instilling in students the
confidence and capability to positively shape the future. In tandem, the college
recognises the importance of empowering its educators, providing support and
resources to ensure the effective implementation of the vision. Our Year 11 and
Year 12 Curriculum Handbook is titled Your Future - Empowered.
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Academic Extension Classes

The Academic Extension program continues through from Year 8 into both Year
9 and Year 10.

In 2026, both the Year 9 and Year 10 classes will run as follows:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, ENGLISH & HUMANITIES

Class 1 Classes 2,3,4and 5

Religious Education Extension Religious Education General

English Extension English General

Humanities & Social Sciences Extension | Humanities & Social Sciences General

Based on student results from 2025, students will either be placed into Class 1
(the Extension pathway in all three courses above), or in Classes 2 - 5. There are
opportunities to move in and out of the Extension program during the year.

MATHEMATICS & SCIENCE

Class 1 Class 2 Classes 3,4and 5

Mathematics Extension | Mathematics Upper Mathematics General
General

Science Extension Science Upper General Science General

Based on student results from 2025, students will either be placed into Class 1
(the Extension pathway), Class 2 (the Upper General pathway) or in Classes 3 -5
(General pathway).

Note: A student may be in Class 1 for Mathematics and Class 2 for Science.
Those in General (Classes 3 - 5) will be in a General pathway for both courses.

Please take the time to read through the information on offer in the Handbook
regarding the difference and rigour of each of the courses.
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Year 9 and Year 10 Courses on offer at John Paul College

In Year 9 and Year 10, students will be required to complete a number of
compulsory (core) courses, and will also have the opportunity to select two
elective courses per semester.

Core courses include:

e Religious Education

e English

e Health

e Humanities and Social Sciences
e Mathematics

e Physical Education

e Science

The courses below are listed by Learning Area. Any queries regarding the courses
should be directed to the Head of Learning Area.

It should be noted that due to staffing and the limited class sizes permitted for
particular courses, some courses may not run in 2026, and given the popularity of
some courses, students may not receive their preferred elective course. The
College does its best effort to offer courses that are relevant and meaningful to
students.



LEARNING AREA:
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS KATHERINE COULTER

YEAR 9 Religious Education
Discover. Question. Grow.

In Year 9 Religious Education, students embark on a journey of faith, reflection
and discovery. Across three lessons each week they explore some of life’s biggest
guestions about purpose, love, relationships, emotions and spirituality through
the lens of the Catholic tradition.

From uncovering the “questions of the human heart” to understanding how the
Holy Spirit inspires and strengthens us, students are invited to think deeply, act
compassionately and grow in wisdom. Learning is hands-on and engaging, from
film investigations like Cool Runnings and Soul Surfer to creative projects,
discussions and personal reflections that connect faith to real-life experiences.

AtJohn Paul College, Religious Education is more than a subject. Itis a space where
students are encouraged to discover their unique gifts, deepen their relationship
with God and live out our core values of Justice, Peace and Charity. By nurturing
both heart and mind, Year 9 Religious Education helps students become
compassionate young people who make a difference in their world.
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YEAR 10 Religious Education
Explore. Reflect. Lead.

Building on the knowledge laid in Year 9 Religious Education, where students
explored the questions of the human heart and the movement of the Holy Spirit,
Year 10 invites students to take their understanding of faith even further. Across
three lessons each week they begin to explore how God calls every person to a
unique vocation and how this call shapes the choices they make in life.

Students learn about freedom, conscience and moral decision-making, and they
study how the Church continues to be guided by the Holy Spirit in the modern
world. They examine how justice and compassion flow from faith and how the
Gospel calls us to work toward peace and unity.

At John Paul College, Religious Education remains at the heart of who we are. It
challenges students to think deeply, act justly and lead with faith as they live out
the College values of Justice, Peace and Charity. Through reflection, collaboration
and real-world application, Year 10 Religious Education helps students discover
how their relationship with God as they prepare to become faith-filled leaders
who contribute positively to the world.



LEARNING AREA:
ENGLISH AND LANGUAGES

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS CARMEN MCBREARTY

YEAR 9 English

Year 9 English invites students to step through the looking glass and explore how
stories shape our understanding of identity, imagination, and society. This year,
students dive into Tim Burton’s Alice in Wonderland, examining how cinematic
conventions create mood, meaning, and perspective. They also travel back in time
with Shakespeare’'s Romeo and juliet, unpacking the timeless power of love, loyalty,
and language before crafting their own modern sonnets that bring Shakespeare’s
poetic flair into the twenty-first century.

Students further develop their voice through digital storytelling, creating Humans
of Kalgoorlie-inspired blogs that celebrate local stories and perspectives. Across
reading, writing, viewing and speaking, they learn how to interpret complex ideas,
express themselves with confidence, and appreciate the art and impact of
language. Year 9 English fosters curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking, skills that
prepare students to connect deeply with the world around them.
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YEAR 9 English Extension

Year 9 English Extension invites students to explore the darker sides of humanity,
the power of language, and the moral complexities that shape our world. Through
an in-depth study of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, students examine
duality, identity, and the tensions between science and morality. A study of war
poetry deepens their appreciation of how poets use imagery, rhythm, and tone to
capture human resilience and suffering.

Students also engage with The Dark Knight, analysing how film techniques explore
chaos, justice, and corruption in @ modern context. The unit on protest songs
empowers students to unpack how music becomes a form of activism, exploring
how composers challenge injustice and inspire social change through sound and
lyric.

Across all units, students strengthen their ability to analyse complex texts,
construct nuanced interpretations, and communicate with precision and flair. This
course lays the foundations for success in Year 10 English Extension, where
students continue to refine their analytical sophistication, creativity, and
confidence, skills essential for ATAR-level English in the senior years.

YEAR 10 English

Year 10 English challenges students to become discerning readers, thoughtful
writers, and powerful communicators. Through a close study of interpretive
Australian texts, students explore how authors capture the richness and
complexity of our national identity. They also analyse a selected novel, building
skills in literary interpretation and exploring themes that resonate with
contemporary society.

The year's visual literacy focus engages students in analysing documentaries,
mockumentaries, and political cartoons, encouraging them to question how truth,
humour, and perspective are constructed through language and image. Students
learn to craft analytical essays, persuasive arguments, and creative compositions
that demonstrate both precision and imagination.
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Each course is carefully designed to prepare students for their chosen senior
pathway, whether they pursue General or ATAR English or ATAR Literature,
ensuring they are equipped with the skills, confidence, and critical understanding
necessary for success in their future studies. By the end of Year 10, students
emerge as articulate, reflective, and empowered communicators ready to engage
thoughtfully with the world around them.

YEAR 10 English Extension

Year 10 English Extensionchallenges students to engage with sophisticated texts,
ideas, and perspectives that shape human experience. Students delve
into Macbeth, exploring Shakespeare’s timeless portrayal of ambition, guilt, and
moral corruption, before contrasting these ideas with the dazzling illusion and
decay of the Jazz Age in The Great Gatsby. Poetry study further extends their
analytical range, inviting students to unpack how poets use form, voice, and
language to provoke emotion and meaning.

The unit on reading practices equips students with critical frameworks to interpret
how texts position audiences, a skill refined through analysis of representations
of groups and identities in music videos and documentaries. Students are
encouraged to question power, perspective, and ideology across diverse modes
of communication, strengthening their ability to write with insight, purpose, and
style.

This course provides a strong bridge to senior study, equipping students with the

interpretive depth, analytical precision, and creative flair essential for success
in ATAR Literature and ATAR English.

12



LEARNING AREA:
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS JUDY BAILIFF

YEAR 9 Health

Year 9 Health explores identity and social influences in greater depth. Core topics
are ldentity, Norms and Stereotypes, Relationships, Alcohol (risks and harm
minimisation) and Mental Health (recognition, coping strategies and help-
seeking). The First Aid unit is developed further to include more practical skills and
scenarios, basic life support awareness, managing fractures and sprains,
concussion recognition, and appropriate responses until professional help
arrives, emphasising confident, safe action in higher stakes situations.

YEAR 9 Physical Education

Year 9 Physical Education further extends students’ skills, game strategies, and
understanding of competitive play. The year begins with Minor Games to support
students in reconnecting with Physical Education routines, class expectations, and
teamwork.

Throughout the semester, students participate in sports such as Softball,
Floorball, Ultimate Frisbee, and Futsal, which demand higher-level tactical
thinking, cooperative play, and refined technical skills. Students also engage in an
Athletics unit in preparation for the Athletics Carnival. The program aims to
challenge students, promote leadership within teams, and prepare them for the
more advanced physical and tactical demands of Year 10 Physical Education.

13
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YEAR 9 Physical Education Studies (Semester Elective)

This program introduces students to the foundations of senior school Physical
Education Studies, providing a balance of practical and theoretical learning.

- Practical Component (two thirds of the course):

Students develop skills and strategies in a sport selected by the teacher, with a
focus on building core techniques, understanding game play, and working
effectively in a team environment.

- Theory Component:

Students explore the fundamentals of Functional Anatomy and Sports Medicine,
developing an understanding of how the body works and how to care for it in a
sporting context.

This program is an excellent starting point for students considering Physical
Education Studies in Years 11 and 12.

YEAR 9 Outdoor Education (Semester Elective) - $27 fee

Outdoor Education in Year 9 provides students with opportunities to engage with
the natural environment while developing resilience, teamwork, and self-
awareness. Students participate in a variety of activities including orienteering,
first aid, team building, leadership, and outdoor cooking. These experiences build
life skills and physical capabilities while encouraging cooperation and
responsibility.

The program culminates in a day excursion to Lake Douglas.

14
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YEAR 10 Health

Year 10 Health prepares students for senior-level study and community
participation by applying health concepts to wider systems and action. Units
include Identity & Body Image, Risks & Relationships, Health Campaigns, and
Factors Influencing Health, with an introduction to the Ottawa Charter for Health
Promotion to show how health can be promoted at a population level. The First
Aid component is the most comprehensive at this level, consolidating lifesaving
responses, advanced scenario-based practice, and clear pathways for escalation
and referral, equipping students with strong, practical emergency response skills
and confidence to act when needed.

YEAR 10 Physical Education

Year 10 Physical Education represents the final stage of the lower-school Physical
Education program, offering students the opportunity to apply advanced skills,
strategies, and teamwork across a diverse range of sports. As with all year groups,
the year begins with Minor Games to re-establish routines and expectations.

Students then take part in Flag Football, Gaelic Football, Floorball, and Pickleball,
all chosen for their emphasis on tactical play, communication, and athletic
development. Students also complete an Athletics unit to prepare for the Athletics
Carnival. The Year 10 program reinforces leadership, responsibility, and higher
level performance, supporting students who may wish to pursue Physical
Education Studies or specialised sport programs in senior school.

YEAR 10 Physical Education Studies (Semester Elective)

This program builds on the Year 9 foundation and further prepares students for
senior school Physical Education Studies, with a continued balance of practical
and theoretical learning.

15



- Practical Component (two thirds of the course):

Students refine skills and strategies in a sport selected by the teacher, with a
greater emphasis on performance analysis, tactical awareness, and applying
advanced skills in competitive situations.

- Theory Component:

Students focus on Biomechanics and Exercise Physiology, extending their
understanding of how the body moves and how physical performance can be
optimised.

This program provides a strong pathway into Physical Education Studies in Years
11 and 12.

YEAR 10 Outdoor Education (Semester Elective) - $53 fee

Outdoor Education in Year 10 extends the foundations established in Year 9,
offering more advanced outdoor experiences that further develop resilience,
independence, leadership and problem-solving skills. Students take part in
bushwalking, kayaking, knot tying, water risk management, excursion planning,
snorkelling, and first aid.

The focus is on applying skills in more challenging environments and preparing
students for safe and enjoyable participation in a wide range of outdoor pursuits.

The program culminates in a two-day one-night camp in Esperance.

YEAR 10 Specialised AFL Program (Whole Year Elective)

This year-long program is designed for motivated students with a strong interest
or background in Australian Rules Football. It offers a similar structure to the
single-semester Physical Education Studies course but with a specialised focus on
AFL.

Students will develop advanced skills, game strategies, and a deeper
understanding of the sport through both practical and theoretical components.

16
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In addition to gameplay, the program includes units on strength and
conditioning and umpiring, as well as theory components covering
Biomechanics and Exercise Physiology, providing students with a broader
perspective on the physical, tactical, and officiating aspects of the game.

The Specialised AFL Program provides an excellent pathway into Year 11 Physical
Education Studies or the Sports Coaching Certificate, supporting students who
wish to pursue further study or involvement in sport at the College, in the
community or through further studies.

17



LEARNING AREA:
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS SARAH ELDRIDGE

YEAR 9 Humanities and Social Sciences

Year 9 Humanities and Social Sciences at John Paul College is all about exploring
how people, power and places shape our world. Students step into the roles of
active citizens, creative thinkers and global explorers as they uncover what drives
communities, economies and environments to change.

Through Civics and Citizenship, they discover how democracy works and how
young people can make a real difference. In Economics and Business, they
become entrepreneurs, tackling real world problems and investigating how
choices impact people and the planet. Geography invites students to get hands
on with maps, data and fieldwork to understand how people connect with and
transform places. In History, they travel back to the dramatic period between 1750
and 1914, a time of revolutions, migration and nation building, to uncover stories
that still shape modern Australia.

Every unit encourages curiosity, problem solving and action, inspiring students to
see themselves as changemakers in their world.

18



YEAR 10 Humanities and Social Sciences

In Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences, students dive deeper into the big ideas
that shape our modern world, including power, progress, conflict and change.
They explore what it means to be an informed and responsible citizen in a global
community, investigating how governments make decisions and how people can
stand up for justice and human rights.

In Economics and Business, students explore the future of work and sustainability,
learning how innovation and ethical choices can build a better world. Geography
takes them across continents to tackle global environmental challenges and
design creative solutions for sustainable living. In History, students trace the key
events and movements from 1914 to today, from world wars to civil rights,
migration and globalisation, and consider how these moments continue to shape
our identity as Australians.

Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences challenges students to think critically,

qguestion deeply and lead confidently as they prepare for life beyond the
classroom.

19



LEARNING AREA:
MATHEMATICS

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MR JUSTIN FARE

YEAR 9 Mathematics

In Year 9, the study of Mathematics at John Paul College presents a higher focus
on applicable concepts. Trigonometry and financial mathematics make their first
appearance, and linear relationships explored further, all of which have direct
applications to a variety of trades, professional industries, and personal finance
management. Algebraic techniques and geometric reasoning methods continue
to develop to a level that aid students in understanding the physical world more
efficiently, aiding their studies in other subjects.

continues to provide a short
consolidation portion to each
unit of study prior to focussing
on the higher part of the
curriculum; however, students
will be introduced to
investigations and  further
applications of the content
being studied.

E T 7.'u' ‘ The Upper General course
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The Extension Mathematics course covers the required curriculum at a swifter
pace before studying optional content from the Year 9 Mathematics curriculum,
and formal investigations are introduced to prepare students for studies in Senior
School. Continued success in the Extension Mathematics course is crucial for
those considering studying Mathematics Methods ATAR or Mathematics Specialist
ATAR in Year 11 and 12.

YEAR 10 Mathematics

The Year 10 Mathematics course at John Paul College provides the finishing
touches on content being studied in Years 7 to 9. Finance topics being introduced
in Year 9, which in turn were constructed using number methods
# introduced in Year 8, are further developed to reflect practices
% employed by lenders and investors, informing students as they
transition towards financial independence. Measurement and
s geometric reasoning are further refined in Year 10 Mathematics,
building on methods that have applications in design,
| construction, and fabrication.

= Students in Year 10 Upper General Mathematics continue to
I move further into the application of specialised content,
preparing them for studying Mathematics Applications ATAR in
Year 11, or become a competitive option for trade apprenticeship
applications. After surveying the Year 10 standard and optional curriculum,
Extension Mathematics students are
prepared for ATAR studies through
introduction to a variety of concepts from B
the Mathematics Methods ATAR course. ¥
Computer  Algebra  System  (CAS)

calculators, traditionally called graphics
calculators, are also used throughout the
Extension Mathematics program,
reducing the cognitive load required when studying in Year 11. Continued success
in the Extension Mathematics course is crucial for those considering studying
Mathematics Methods ATAR or Mathematics Specialist ATAR in Year 11 and 12.

21



LEARNING AREA:
MUSIC

DIRECTOR OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS ROSALIE SCOTT

YEAR 9 Music (Semester 1 or Year Long Elective)

An exciting time for our John Paul College musicians is the transition to our year-
long specialist Year 9 Music course. This hands-on course sees students expand
their musical world; studying advanced musical theory concepts like harmony
and minor tonalities through practical activities like singing, hand-signing and
playing instruments.

This course includes solo performances and is best chosen by students who are
learning a musical instrument. Beginner musicians are welcome if they commit
to a positive mindset and a regular practice routine on an instrument of their
choice.

I Over the year, students study

o multiple styles of music including
the blues, pop music and Western
Art Music through listening, singing,
and performing. With an emphasis
on learning to read and write
musical notation, graduates of this
course will have the skills to see
music on the page and hear it in
their head, unlocking the language
of music that is universal.

22



YEAR 10 Music (Semester 1 or Year Long Elective)

Year 10 Music is an mteractlve musical experience where more advanced musical

§ \ theory concepts are taught through hand-
signing, singing, and playing musical
instruments. In this vyear-long course,
students will continue to advance skills in
reading and writing music as well as
performing solo on their musical instrument
of choice.

Students should elect to take the Year 10 Music course if they love to perform and
are learning an instrument or voice with a tutor; however beginner musicians are
welcome with a positive mindset and the determination to commit to a regular
practice routine. Two solo performances at the end of each semester make up a
large portion of the assessment for Year 10 Music.

This course also includes writing music, with an
emphasis on arranging - taking already written works
and adapting them for a particular group of
performers - including the opportunity to learn to use
music composing digital software.

It is highly recommended that students wishing to
take ATAR Music in Year 11 & 12 enrol in this course.

23



LEARNING AREA:
SCIENCE

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MISS RENEE LLOYD

YEAR 9 Science

Year 9 Science at John Paul College is practical, challenging, and builds on Year 7
and Year 8 foundations while staying connected to real life.

Students think like scientists by posing questions and
hypotheses, plan safe reproducible investigations, use
models and clear representations, analyse patterns
(and anomalies), draw evidence-based conclusions,
refine methods, and communicate for different
audiences.

Students explore the topics of Biology (adaptations and
ecosystem interactions), Chemistry (atomic structure,
periodic table, ionic/covalent compounds and chemical
reactions), Earth and Space (Earth’s spheres, carbon &
water cycles, climate), and Physics (light and sound via
wave and particle models).

Along the way they see how advances in science, technology and engineering are
interconnected, and how scientific responses shape society.

24



YEAR 9 Science Extension

Year 9 Science Extension builds on the Year 9 Science General course by exploring
key concepts in greater depth and with more challenge. Students extend their
skills in modelling, data analysis and scientific communication through richer,
open-ended investigations.

Students also have the
opportunity to take part in our
Annual Science Investigation
Night, designing and running a
four-week inquiry and
presenting their findings to the
College and wider Kalgoorlie
community.

YEAR 10 Science

In Year 10 Science, students will explore
. the fascinating processes that shape living
systems, matter, motion, and the
universe. They will uncover how cells
divide to create new organisms, how DNA
carries genetic information, and how traits
are passed from one generation to the
next.

Students will investigate how species adapt to their
environments and how evolution explains the remarkable
diversity of organisms on Earth. In Chemistry, students will
examine how atoms bond to form new substances and
learn to write and balance chemical equations while
exploring real-world reactions such as neutralising acids
and combustion. Physics will bring motion and energy into

25



focus as students apply Newton's laws to sport, driving, and roller coasters to
understand how forces influence movement. Finally, students will look beyond
Earth to study the formation of stars and galaxies, explore Australia’s role in space
exploration, and consider how discoveries beyond our planet continue to
transform human understanding.

YEAR 10 Science Extension

The Year 10 Science Extension program is designedto ==¢

prepare students for success in ATAR Science courses
by deepening their understanding and extending
their skills beyond the standard curriculum.

Students explore the core topics in greater depth,
developing strong practical and analytical skills.

A highlight of the program is
Science Night, where students
design and present their own
curiosity-driven projects,
testing ideas and sharing
discoveries with the school
community.

The program nurtures curiosity, creativity, and
confidence; encouraging students to think like
scientists and explore the world around them.

Successful completion of Year 10 Science
Extension is recommended for students wishing
to study Chemistry ATAR and Physics ATAR in Year
11, with a strong background in Mathematics also.

26



LEARNING AREA:
TECHNOLOGIES

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS KATHERINE COULTER

YEAR 9 Design and Technology: Foods (Semester Elective)

In Year 9 Food Technology, students
participate in engaging, hands-on learning
experiences that deepen their
understanding of nutrition. Students explore
how food can fuel their bodies and help
them to reach their full potential both in and
out of the classroom. Building on skills
developed in previous years, students continue to refine their cooking techniques
and kitchen practices, gaining confidence and creativity in preparing a range of
delicious and nutritious meals.

Throughout the course, students explore
the vibrant world of Asian cuisines,
experimenting with authentic ingredients,
flavours, and equipment, while designing
their own unique dishes that showcase
their growing skills and imagination.

27



YEAR 9 Design and Technology: Metal (Semester Elective)

These course builds on the knowledge learntin the Year 7 & 8 introductory Design
courses. Students will expand their knowledge and skills in using tools and
machinery to manipulate materials such as wood and metal to create solutions to
design problems.

Throughout the course, workshop safety is the key focus. You will be taught the
fundamentals of safe workshop techniques and learn the correct use of basic
machinery. You are also introduced to design utilising the Design Process. This
engaging and exciting course gives you a taste of what you can expect to learn
and make in future years.

YEAR 9 Design and Technology: Textiles (Semester Elective)

This course will provide students with both theoretical and practical activities in
fashion and jewellery in which they will develop basic skills. Students will use their
creative skills to develop their own unique garments and accessories.

The content will include:
» elements and principles of design.
e creative use of various materials.
e operating a sewing machine.
e hand and machine sewing and embroidery.
e pattern reading and interpretation.
e garment construction.

Recycling and repurposing are a key component of the course. Sustainability and
the environment are highlighted. While the College will provide most resources
for this course, it is recommended that students provide their own personal
sewing kit.
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YEAR 9 Design and Technology: Wood (Semester Elective)

These course builds on the knowledge learnt in the Year 7 & 8 introductory Design
courses. Students will expand their knowledge and skills in using tools and
machinery to manipulate materials such as wood and metal to create solutions to
design problems.

Throughout the course, workshop safety is the key focus. You will be taught the
fundamentals of safe workshop techniques and learn the correct use of basic
machinery. You are also introduced to design utilising the Design Process. This
engaging and exciting course gives you a taste of what you can expect to learn
and make in future years.

YEAR 9 Digital Technology (Semester Elective)

Digital Technologies further develops student understanding and skills in
computational thinking, such as precisely and accurately describing problems,
and the use of functions to make solutions. It also focuses on engaging students
with specialised learning to further develop their critical and design thinking skills.

In Year 9, students consider the role of hardware and software in securing the
movement of data in a digital system. Students explore different methods of
manipulation, storage and transmission of data. Students develop abstractions,
identify standard elements and model entities and their relationships. They
interrogate security practices and techniques used to compress data, and learn
about the importance of separating content, presentation and behavioural
elements for data integrity and maintenance purposes.

When defining problems, students consider the functional and non-functional
requirements of a solution through interacting with the users and reviewing
processes. They consolidate their algorithmic design skills to incorporate testing.
Students develop solutions to problems and evaluate their solutions and existing
information systems based on a set of criteria. They consider the privacy and
security implications of how data is used and controlled, and suggest how policies
and practices can be improved to ensure the sustainability and safety of
information systems.
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YEAR 9 Mechatronics (Semester Elective)

Unleash your creativity and innovation in the exciting world of mechatronics! This
hands-on course blends mechanical engineering, electronics, computer
programming, and control systems to explore design, automation, and robotics.

Through engaging projects, you'll develop critical thinking and problem-solving
skills while building practical prototypes:
o Discover how mechatronics powers modern technology, from robotics to
automotive systems.
o Dive into mechanical design and simple machines with real-world
applications.
» Get hands-on with electronic circuits, sensors, and actuators.
o Learnto program microcontrollers like Arduino and bring your ideas to life.
o Use design software, 3D printers, and laser cutters to prototype your
designs.
o Create integrated mechatronic systems such as robotic arms or automated
vehicles.

Whether you're interested in technology, engineering, or just love building and
innovating, Year 9 Mechatronics is your gateway to an exciting future!

YEAR 10 Design and Technology: Foods (Semester Elective)

In Year 10 Food Technology, students take their
culinary skills to the next level as they explore the
dynamic and creative world of food. This hands-on
course builds on prior knowledge, introducing
more complex recipes and opportunities to
experiment with modern presentation techniques.

Students begin to connect classroom learning with industry standards, developing
valuable skills for future pathways in food and hospitality. Throughout the course,
students will create delicious café-style foods and beverages, gaining practical
experience using a commercial coffee machine.
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By exploring ingredients and cuisines from around
the world, students will discover new cooking
techniques and exciting flavour combinations that
inspire creativity and confidence in the kitchen.

YEAR 10 Design and Technology: Metal (Semester Elective)

Ignite your creativity and technical skills in Year 10 Metalwork! This hands-on
course introduces students to the world of metal fabrication and design, where
you'll create functional and innovative projects using a variety of tools and
techniques.

The course emphasises precision, safety, and craftsmanship:

e Understand the properties and applications of metals in modern
industries.

e Develop skills in cutting, shaping, welding, and assembling metal
components.

o Safely operate hand tools, power tools, and workshop machinery.

e Apply design principles to create practical and creative metalwork
projects.

e Explore surface finishing techniques to enhance the durability and
appearance of your creations.

e Learn about sustainable practices and material use in metal fabrication.
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YEAR 10 Design and Technology: Textiles (Semester Elective)

This course will provide students with a broad knowledge of the properties,
performance and uses of textiles. Students will document and communicate their
design ideas and experiences and make use of contemporary technology in their
practical work. Completion of projects is integral to developing skills and
confidence in the manipulation and use of a range of materials, equipment and
techniques.

Through practical projects students will have the opportunity to be creative,
independent learners and to explore functional and aesthetic aspects of fashion
and design.

The content will include:
» elements and principles of design
» design fundamentals and skills
e nature and properties of materials
e operating a sewing machine
e creative use of various materials
e hand and machine sewing
e pattern reading and interpretation
e garment construction.

While the College will provide most resources for this course, students may wish
to provide their own.

YEAR 10 Design and Technology: Wood (Semester Elective)

Discover the art of craftsmanship in Year 10 Woodwork! This hands-on course
allows students to design, construct, and finish high-quality timber projects while
building skills in traditional and modern woodworking techniques.

The course fosters creativity, problem-solving, and attention to detail through
practical applications.
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Students will:

Explore the properties of different timbers and materials.

Develop skills in using hand tools, power tools, and machinery safely and
effectively.

Apply design principles to create functional and aesthetically pleasing
projects.

Master techniques such as joinery, finishing, and assembly.

Learn about sustainable practices and responsible material use in
woodworking.

Build unique, personalised projects that showcase your creativity and
craftsmanship.

YEAR 10 Mechatronics (Semester Elective)

Take your skills to the next level in Year 10 Mechatronics! This advanced course
builds on foundational knowledge, diving deeper into the world of robotics,
automation, and intelligent systems. Combining mechanical design, electronics,
and programming, you'll tackle real-world challenges and create innovative
solutions using cutting-edge tools and technologies.

Students will:

Explore advanced mechatronics concepts and applications in a variety of
industries.

Master mechanical systems and structures through design and testing.
Build complex electronic circuits with sensors, actuators, and advanced
components.

Develop proficiency in programming microcontrollers (e.g., Arduino,
Raspberry Pi) to control automated systems.

Use advanced design tools, 3D printers, and CNC machines for
professional-grade prototyping.

Work on integrated projects such as autonomous robots, smart devices,
or renewable energy systems.

Challenge yourself with real-world projects, enhance your technical expertise, and
getinspired to innovate in the exciting field of mechatronics. This course is perfect
for aspiring engineers, inventors, and problem-solvers ready to shape the future!
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LEARNING AREA:
THE ARTS

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS KATHERINE COULTER

YEAR 9 Dance (Semester Elective)

The Year 9 Dance course provides an exciting opportunity for students to develop
their skills in coordination, strength, and movement through the creative process.
The course is a practical based subject with students participating in group and
whole class activities. Students are encouraged to think laterally, explore dance
and push the creative boundaries in a safe and supportive environment.

Year 9 Dance students engage in authentic performance work as a part of their
assessment such as choreographing and performing dance pieces that explore
themes, topics, and are geared towards particular audiences. Year 9 Dance
students are often invited to perform in special events throughout the school
year.

YEAR 9 Drama (Semester Elective)

The Year 9 Drama course will develop the skills learned in Year 7 and 8 Drama.
Drama is a practical subject that engages students in fun and joyful learning
activities. All performance activities are group based with rehearsals and
performances conducted during class time.
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Students will:
e develop their understanding of technique in voice and movement.
o explore theatre history and significant developments in Drama.
e develop a basic understanding of all aspects of theatre.
* Promote theatre as an art form.
o work co-operatively with their peers in an artistic environment.

Practical activities include:

e Stage Combat

e Comic acting techniques (Commedia del
Arte)

e Circus skills and conventions

e Performance design concepts including
costume, set, sound & lighting

e Script writing

YEAR 9 Media Arts (Semester Elective)

In Year 9, students will be provided with opportunities to view media work from
contemporary and past times to explore viewpoints from Australian and/or
international media work. Through their work students will consider the impact
context and audience have on media work and explore the impact of trends on
how audiences use media.

Students will work on tasks that extend and refine their skills and processes for
problem-solving, working as a team, following timelines, and using processes and
strategies to ensure safe and responsible use of media equipment. An area of
media focus may be either Media Fiction (for example, TV fiction, comics and
graphic novels, magazines) or Media Non-Fiction (for example, documentaries,
news stories, current affair stories).

Students will work on the following media in Year 9: film, television, photography,
print media, radio or online media.
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YEAR 9 Visual Arts (Semester Elective)

This course builds upon the fundamental arts skills developed in Year 8 Visual Arts
and Sketch, with a focus on refining students’ understanding of visual art language
and artistic conventions. Students will engage in the design and production of
original artworks, applying compositional structures to express personal
responses to themes, concepts, or subject matter.

Through exploration of traditional and experimental techniques, students will
produce two-dimensional and three-dimensional artworks in the studio areas of
drawing, painting, and sculpture. They will investigate and respond to the work
of contemporary Australian and international artists, critically analysing artworks
using STICI and Feldman'’s frameworks.

Students will:

« Generate and document ideas using brainstorming, annotations, and
media testing (ACAVAM128).

- Explore and manipulate materials, techniques, and technologies to
communicate artistic intention (ACAVAM125, ACAVAM126).

« Apply visual art elements and principles of design to develop and refine
compositions (ACAVAM125).

« Use safe and sustainable practices in the production of artworks
(ACAVAM127).

o Present resolved artworks with consideration of audience and personal
expression (ACAVAM129).

o Analyse and interpret artworks from diverse cultures and time periods,
identifying contextual influences and artistic viewpoints (ACAVAR130,
ACAVAR131).

Focus areas include Portraiture, Perspective, Landscape Painting, and Three-
Dimensional Design, supporting students in developing a deeper awareness of
how artists are influenced by environment, culture, and historical context,
through the study of Photorealism and Surrealism.
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YEAR 10 Dance (Semester Elective)

The Year 10 Dance course provides an exciting opportunity for students to
develop their skills in coordination,
strength and movement through the
creative process. The course is a practical
based subject with students participating
in group and whole class activities.
Students are encouraged to think laterally,
explore dance and push the creative
boundaries in a safe and supportive
environment.

Students in the Year 10 Dance course will have the opportunity to choreograph
and perform dance pieces that evoke emotion in particular audiences through
exploration of themes and narratives. Students taking this course have access to
authentic performance opportunities throughout the year.

YEAR 10 Drama (Semester Elective)

The Year 10 Drama course will build on
the skills learned in Middle School
Drama. The course is designed to
provide a strong foundation for
students wishing to continue studying
Drama in Year 11 and 12, although
previous Drama studies are not a
prerequisite for the Year 11 and 12
Drama course.

Students will:
e develop their understanding of technique in voice and movement.
e explore theatre history and significant developments in Drama.
e develop a basic understanding of all aspects of theatre.
e Promote theatre as an art form.
e work co-operatively with their peers in an artistic environment.
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The content covered includes:

» exploring voice and movement as an actor by devising an extended
performance

e learning how to unpack and investigate a script and perform a short
monologue

» theatre history

» seeing a live theatre performance and writing a critical review with a focus
on the spaces of performance.

YEAR 10 Media Arts (Semester Elective)

In Year 10, students will be provided with opportunities to explore in more depth
the way media work is constructed in different contexts and how it can be used
to challenge the values of an audience. Through their classwork, students will
explore past and current media trends on audience use of media.

Building on the Year 9 course, students will continue to make and respond to their
own media productions and professional media work within the selected media
type, genre or style studied, using refined media production skills and processes:
problem solving, working as a team, or independently, setting and following
personal and group timelines; and independently using media equipment safely
and responsibly.

The Media Arts focus for Year 10 includes: photography and photographic visual
essays, documentary - both non-fiction and satire and Hollywood film genre.
Students learn to develop their own individual media works, refining their
production and technical skills, and will work in groups to create short film
projects.

Media students will work with and create their own media works including film,
documentary, photography.
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YEAR 10 Visual Arts (Semester Elective)

The Year 10 Visual Arts course extends students’ skills and knowledge through a
more sophisticated engagement with visual art practices. Students will refine their
personal style and artistic voice by exploring adaptation, manipulation,
deconstruction, and reinvention techniques with a strong Portrait focus.

Students will work with both traditional and contemporary materials to produce
artworks in two dimensional artworks in Acrylic paint. Emphasis is placed on
planning and resolving artworks through portfolio development, with a strong
focus on acrylic painting and mixed media. Students will investigate and respond
to the work of contemporary Australian and international artists, critically
analysing artworks using STICl and Feldman's frameworks.

Students will:

o Develop and refine ideas through documentation and experimentation
(ACAVAM128).

« Apply a range of techniques and technologies to represent artistic
intention (ACAVAM126).

o Use visual conventions and design principles to enhance compositional
arrangements (ACAVAM125).

« Critically analyse artworks using established frameworks and visual art
terminology (ACAVAR131).

o Evaluate their own and others’ artworks, considering cultural,
historical, and social contexts (ACAVAR130).

« Present artworks with supporting artist statements, reflecting on
audience engagement and display conventions (ACAVAM129).

Key themes include Celebrity Portraiture, Pop Art, Appropriation, and
Postmodern Influences, encouraging students to explore the impact of context
on the development of art ideas and to express greater individualism in their
creative process.
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Elective Course Selection Process

Our Vision for Learning, Engage - Enrich - Empower inspires our faith and learning
community to Challenge, Collaborate, Create and Celebrate who we are and what
we seek to achieve. In the early years of high school, John Paul College offers a
broad curriculum where every student in Years 7 and 8 is encouraged to
experience as many subject areas as possible. In this ever-changing society, we
believe our students need the skills, experience, knowledge, and confidence to
become resilient learners who take risks. From Year 9 onwards, students are
offered a wide degree of choice to give them the flexibility to pursue the pathway
that best suits them.

Years 7 and 8

Students in Years 7 and 8 have the opportunity to experience a variety of Depth
Studies on offer at the College and choose their preferred courses from Year 9
upwards.

Year 8 into Year 9 Subject Selection

Whilst core subjects will continue to be studied throughout Years 9 and 10,
students will be able to choose a range of additional courses from various learning
areas such as STEM, The Arts, Outdoor Education, etc. This will give them the
opportunity to broaden their experiences and follow areas in which they have a
passion.

The process of choosing the right course is a personal one. Students are
encouraged to be responsible and realistic when choosing their courses and are
advised to select subjects that tap into their aspirations and interests, where they
can utilise their enthusiasm and strengths to achieve their potential and become
self-motivated, life-long learners.
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Year 9 into Year 10 Subject Selection

Year 10 offers a wide range of Depth Studies from various learning areas including
Technologies, The Arts, Health and Physical Education and Languages.

There are a range of Semester long courses to appeal to student interests and
allow for variety, as well as year-long course offerings that may be more suited as
the first steps in career pathways.

We encourage students to choose electives based on their personal talents and
interests to allow for success and enjoyment throughout Year 10. It is also in
students’ best interest to select courses that would offer a background
understanding to courses they may wish to select in Year 11. For example, if a
student is looking to study Physical Education Studies ATAR in Year 11, they should
strongly consider selecting Physical Education Studies (Elective) in Year 10.

Choosing your electives

In Years 9 and 10, students will study two electives per semester. Please see the
information in this handbook for details of the electives offered in 2026.

Most Elective Courses are one semester in length, however some are year-long.
Students and families are asked to note that some electives may not be
timetabled if there are insufficient student numbers for a viable class.

Students will be emailed a link to a form to complete by Mr Adam Waddell,
Deputy Principal: Teaching and Learning. Students will be advised of this via both
email and through TEAMS.

Whilst we would love for all students to receive their first preferences of electives,
due to demand and limited places in some courses, this may not be possible.

Students who do not complete the link will be allocated nominal elective subjects.
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The JPC Way

The JPC Way is an integral part of the curriculum at John Paul College. The lesson is delivered each
week by the student’s Dean of Year, and the course is tailored to the needs of each year group.

Year 9 - The Rite Way

The JPC Way is a vital part of the Year 9 journey, nurturing not only academic
growth but the character and confidence our students will carry into the wider
world. We anchor our program in the theme “Resilience and Perseverance”,
guiding students through dynamic, intentionally designed lessons that strengthen
emotional wellbeing, build persistence, and prepare them for real-life challenges.
Throughout the year, students will explore essential areas such as their right to
be safe, forming and maintaining healthy relationships, recognising and reporting
abuse, and developing protective strategies that empower them to respond safely
and confidently in a range of situations. While these core elements shape our
curriculum, the JPC Way remains a highly responsive and flexible program—ready
to adapt and support the emerging needs of our students as they navigate this
important stage of their Year 9 adventure.

Year 10 - Careers

Within the Year 10 JPC Way curriculum, there is a clear shift in focus toward life
after school and what that entails. This includes preparing for programs such
as Work Experience and Keys 4 Life, where students learn essential road-safety
rules to ensure they are ready to obtain their Learner’s Permit. Students will also
explore effective study strategies and techniques that support learning new
material, which will be critical for the first taste of Subject Examinations.

Students will learn how to write arésumé and cover letter, gaining an
understanding of the information required and what companies or employers
may look for in potential workers. Additionally, students will investigate potential
careers and vocations, discussing the different pathways that lead to these roles.
Whether ATAR, General, TAFE, or an Apprenticeship; as students begin planning
for their senior years at school before moving into the workforce and society.
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V/

NAPLAN and OLNA

The NAPLAN is a national testing platform, and OLNA is a Western Australian
requirement in all schools. It is a requirement that all students have an operating
laptop device and headphones to sit these external assessments.

NAPLAN

Each year students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit the NAPLAN assessments in the areas
of Literacy and Numeracy. This data is used by schools and education systems to
monitor student progress in a standardised testing situation.

In Year 9 students will sit the assessments in Term One, and results are received
in Term Three. The assessments are in:

o Writing

e Conventions of Language
e Reading

e Numeracy

In order for students to obtain WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education)
Secondary Graduation, they must achieve a certain benchmark in the NAPLAN
assessments in Year 9, or else they will be required to sit the OLNA assessment.
In NAPLAN students will be placed in one of four categories - Exceeding, Strong,
Developing or Needs Additional Support. The level required for students to
achieve the benchmark is within the Strong band.

Although external standardised assessments are only one way a student can
demonstrate their understanding and knowledge, NAPLAN gains a greater
importance in Year 9 for a child’s Senior School journey.

Further details regarding NAPLAN can be found at the website:

NAP - Home
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https://www.nap.edu.au/

V/

OLNA

OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment) is a set of tests sat by students
who did not meet the benchmarks required in Year 9 for WACE Graduation.
Assessments in OLNA are in:

e Writing
e Reading
e Numeracy

If a student has reached the relevant benchmark in NAPLAN in Reading and
Writing, but not in Numeracy, they will only be required to sit the Numeracy OLNA
Assessment. Students will be given SIX opportunities to sit the OLNA Assessment
across Year 9 - 12 as follows:

e Test Window #1: Term 4 of Year 9 OR Semester 1 of Year 10
(Students and parents/caregivers are given the option of sitting the
assessment in Year 9, or waiting until the student is in Year 10 after more
opportunity of intervention and development. The College will be in touch
with families in late Term 3 regarding the options)

e Test Window #2 : Semester 2 of Year 10

e Test Window #3: Semester 1 of Year 11

e Test Window #4 : Semester 2 of Year 11

e Test Window #5: Semester 1 of Year 12

e Test Window #6 : Semester 2 of Year 12

The College offers supports to students requiring additional assistance with OLNA
through revision courses and booklets. Students should speak to their English

and/or Mathematics Teachers regarding these supports.

Further information can be found at the Schools Curriculum and Standards
Authority website:

k10outline - Students, Parents and Carers
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https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/assessment/testing/olna/students-parents-carers

V/

Useful Resources - Career and Education Websites

The information gained from the following list of websites may help students
determine their post-school options. Whilst Graduation may seem a long way
off, it is never too early to begin the discussions about future possibilities.

Apprenticeships and Traineeships
www.jobsandskills.wa.gov.au/training/aprrenticeships-and-traineeships

Australian Defence Force Academy
www.defencejobs.gov.au

Australia Wide Job Search
www.jobsearch.gov.au

Career Research
WWWw.careersonline.com.au

Curtin University
www.curtin.edu.au

Edith Cowan University
www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/overview

Job Resources Australia
https://www.youth.gov.au

Murdoch University
www.murdoch.edu.au

My Future
www.myfuture.edu.au

Training WA (TAFE course information)
www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au
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University of Notre Dame
www.nd.edu.au

University of Western Australia
www.uwa.edu.au

Useful Resources - Educational links

The information gained from the following list of websites may give students and
parents/caregivers a deeper understanding of the courses on offer and the role
played by SCSA in the Senior School years.

Disability Adjustments
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/disability-adjustment-

guidelines

OLNA - Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna
OLNA_Reading_Practice_Booklet.pdf

OLNA_ Maths_Practice_Questions.pptx
OLNA_Maths_quiz_questions.pptx

If you have any further queries, please feel free to contact:

MR ADAM WADDELL
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - TEACHING & LEARNING
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