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Introduction and Purpose of the Curriculum Handbook

At John Paul College, we provide an empowering and diverse environment where
our Senior School students take responsibility for their learning and prepare for
further education, training, careers, and life beyond school. Our aim is to cultivate
independent, critical thinkers who are ready to face the challenges of the future
with confidence.

Students receive extensive support when making pathway learning decisions,
with expert assistance from the Heads of Learning Areas, teaching staff, and
course advisors tailored to each stage of their learning journey. This personalised
approach ensures that each student is guided and supported in exploring their
interests and making informed decisions about their future.

Entering their senior years, students are equipped to make well-considered
decisions about their pathways. Year 11 students lead by example, demonstrating
strategic study choices and behaviours. They are empowered to take charge of
their learning, setting a strong foundation for their final year. By Year 12, our
students confidently declare, "I am ready" to pursue post-school opportunities,
armed with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed.

In the Senior School years, students have the flexibility to choose between two
distinct pathways: Uni Empowered and VET Empowered. Each pathway offers a
diverse range of courses, allowing students to tailor their education to their
interests, needs, and career goals. Uni Empowered provides a strong academic
foundation for those aiming for university, while VET Empowered offers practical
and vocational training for students pursuing immediate career opportunities.
Both pathways provide holistic learning experiences that nurture students'
growth and development, ensuring they are well-rounded individuals prepared
for their future endeavours.

Welcome to the Year 11 and Year 12 Curriculum Handbook at John Paul College—
a journey designed to empower every student to unleash their full potential and
confidently step into their future.
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Vision for Learning at John Paul College

The John Paul College Vision for Learning revolves around the powerful triad of
principles: Engage, Enrich and Empower. Grounded in the enduring values and
teachings of revered figures such as Pope John Paul | and Pope John Paul II,
Blessed Edmund Rice, St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Sr. Catherine McAuley,
Archbishop Redmond Prendiville, and Sr. Bridget Clancy, these principles serve as
the cornerstone of the institution's commitment to educational excellence and
holistic development.

Engage: At John Paul College, engagement is not just a method but a philosophy.
It signifies an active, participatory approach to learning, fostering an environment
where students are fully immersed in their educational journey. Through dynamic
teaching practices and a culture of thinking, the college ensures that every student
is not merely a passive recipient of knowledge but an active participant, sparking
curiosity and a love for learning. Our Year 7 and Year 8 Curriculum Handbook is
titled Engaging Today for Learners of Tomorrow.

Enrich: The commitment to enrichment goes beyond academic achievement.
John Paul College seeks to enrich the whole person. The curriculum is designed to
provide a comprehensive education that goes beyond textbooks, incorporating
experiential learning, cultural awareness, and character development. This
holistic approach aims to nurture compassionate and resilient individuals who are
well-prepared to navigate the complexities of the world. Our Year 9 and Year 10
Curriculum Handbook is titled Enriching the Learning Journey.

Empower: The ultimate goal of the Vision for Learning is empowerment. The
College strives to empower students with the knowledge and skills needed to
make meaningful contributions to a global society. This empowerment extends to
cultivating a sense of responsibility and enlightenment, instilling in students the
confidence and capability to positively shape the future. In tandem, the college
recognises the importance of empowering its educators, providing support and
resources to ensure the effective implementation of the vision. Our Year 11 and
Year 12 Curriculum Handbook is titled Your Future - Empowered.
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Common Acronyms in Senior School

Many different acronyms are used in the WACE Handbook and further
documentation. Below is a list of common acronyms for your reference:

ATAR The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
OLNA The Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment
SCSA The School Curriculum and Standards Authority

SCSA are the governing body regarding assessment, teaching and
equitable adjustments in Senior School.
They are often referred to as ‘the Authority’

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre
University Applications are submitted to TISC for public universities.
ATAR results are also calculated and released by TISC.

VET Vocational Education and Training
VET courses are certificate-based courses, in alignment with
industry standards. These courses are not graded yet based on
competencies.

WACE Western Australian Certificate of Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement
If a student does not achieve their WACE, they will receive a WASSA.
This statement will include all of the results and competencies the
student has attained.
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The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)

WACE is the certificate that students in Western Australia receive on successful
completion of their senior secondary education. It is recognised nationally in the
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), by universities and other tertiary
institutions, industry and training providers.

Achievement of a WACE signifies that a student has successfully met the breadth
and depth standard, the achievement standard and the literacy and numeracy
standard at senior school level.

This should be the minimum goal of all students completing Year 11 and 12 in
Western Australia.

WACE REQUIREMENTS

Students must complete one of three course combination options:

e atleast four Year 12 ATAR courses or

e atleast five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent or

e complete a Certificate Il (or higher) VET qualification in combination with
ATAR, General or Foundation courses.

BREADTH AND DEPTH

Students must complete a minimum of 20 units across Year 11 and 12, which
may include equivalents gained through VET or endorsed programs. Students
must complete:

e a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent

e four units from an English course, post-Year 10, including at least one pair
of Year 12 units from an English course.

e one pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (Arts/Languages/Social
Sciences) and List B (Mathematics/Science/Technology).



ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD

Students must achieve at least 14 “C grades” or higher in Year 11 and 12 units (or
equivalents) including at least six C grades in Year 12 units (or equivalents).

Unit equivalents can be obtained through VET qualifications and/or Endorsed
Programs, to a maximum of four equivalents in Year 11 and four equivalents in
Year 12. Students completing Foundation courses in Year 12 must undertake the
pathway requiring a Cert Il or higher VET qualification to achieve their WACE.

LITERACY AND NUMERACY

Students must:

. demonstrate the standard through the Online Literacy and Numeracy
Assessment (OLNA) or
. pre-qualify for a particular component by achieving Band 8 or higher in

reading, writing and numeracy in their Year 9 NAPLAN and being
exempted from that component in the OLNA.

For further information, visit https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-
wace/wace-requirements

COURSE OPTIONS

Students in Year 11 and Year 12 study 6 courses (subjects).

Generally, there are FOUR (4) types of courses on offer in Year 11 and 12:

. ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) courses
. General courses
. Vocational Education and Training (VET) Certificate courses

. Endorsed Program (e.g. Curtin Uni Ready)
It is possible to ‘mix and match’ these options to allow students the best platform
to meet WACE requirements and enable them to pursue their chosen career.


https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-wace/wace-requirements
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-wace/wace-requirements
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Courses in Year 11 and Year 12 are divided into two units, typically delivered as a
pair. Each unit runs for one semester. In Year 11 students complete Units 1 and
2, which lead to Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.

ATAR COURSES

These courses are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority
(SCSA). Student results in ATAR courses are used by the Tertiary Institutions
Service Centre (TISC) to calculate a student’'s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR) score. Students completing any ATAR course in Year 11 or Year 12 will sit
examinations.

GENERAL COURSES

These courses are not externally examined. However, they each have an
externally set task (EST) which is set by SCSA which students sit in Term 2 of Year
12. General courses are for students who are typically aiming to enter further
vocationally based training or the workforce straight from school.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET) CERTIFICATE
COURSES

Students have the option of including a VET certificate course as part of their
program of study. Most Certificate courses are delivered off campus and as a
result are only available to students doing mainly general courses. The
qualifications resulting from successful completion of VET courses range from
Certificate Il through to Certificate IV.

Year 11 and 12 - Types of Courses

The VET Certificate courses cover a wide range of industries and are nationally
recognised, giving students the opportunity to gain core skills for work and in
some cases complete training through workplace learning. Undertaking a VET
qualification means students can begin training for their career while still at high
school.
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VET CREDIT TRANSFER

VET Certificate qualifications contribute towards WACE requirements as “unit
equivalents”. This effectively means that a VET Certificate course is considered
equal to a number of WACE Course Units.

Of the 20 units that need to be completed over Year 11 and 12 to achieve WACE,
a maximum of eight-unit equivalents can come from VET Certificate courses. The
allocation of unit equivalence will be based on the completion of the full

qualification at a Certificate Il, lll or IV (or partial completion of a Cert Il or IV).
VET COURSE UNIT EQUIVALENCE
Certificate ‘ Year 11 ‘ Year 12 Total ‘
Cert I 2 2 4
Cert Il &IV 2 4 6

Students can earn a maximum of 8-unit equivalents from VET qualifications.

FOUNDATION COURSES

These courses provide a focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical
work-related experience, and the opportunity to build personal skills that are
important for life and work.

Foundation courses are not designed, nor intended, to be an alternative senior
secondary pathway, but for students who would not otherwise be able to engage
with General courses.

PRELIMINARY COURSES

Preliminary courses are for students who have been identified as having a
learning difficulty and/or an intellectual disability. Preliminary courses do not
contribute to achievement of WACE but do offer targeted learning opportunities.

If it is suitable for a student to be enrolled in Preliminary Courses, contact will be
made with parents/caregivers from the Class Teacher, Dean of Year, Director of
Learning Enrichment or Deputy Principal: Teaching and Learning.

10
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ENDORSED PROGRAMS

These programs provide access to areas of learning not covered by WACE courses
or VET programs and contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents. Endorsed
programs are for students wishing to participate in programs which are delivered
in a variety of settings by schools, workplaces, universities, and community
organisations.

Examples of activities that can result in endorsed units include Curtin Uni Ready.

Students can earn a maximum of 4 units for their Endorsed Programs.

11
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Empowered Pathways

UNI EMPOWERED: ATAR 4+

ATAR courses are typically for students aiming to achieve direct entry to an
Australian university after high school. ATAR courses are academically quite
demanding and involve an externally set examination in October/November of
Year 12. These examinations known as the “"WACE Exams” and are an important
component of a student’s final result in each subject for university entry.

Each ATAR course consists of two units:

. Year 11 ATAR Courses - Units 1 and 2
. Year 12 ATAR Courses - Units 3 and 4

Students who wish to gain direct entry into a university post Year 12 will need to
choose an ATAR Pathway consisting of at least four (preferably 5) ATAR courses in
Years 11 and 12.

Students completing the UNI EMPOWERED ATAR 4+ PATHWAY will be eligible for
an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) at the end of Year 12. The ATAR is
used by most universities around Australia to rank applicants and select students
for entry into their courses.

VET EMPOWERED:

The VET EMPOWERED pathway is typically studied by students aiming to continue
their education continue their education via TAFE, complete further training (such
as an apprenticeship or traineeship), seek full time employment by entering the
workforce directly from high school, or a combination of these options.

Students in this pathway choose mainly General courses in Year 11 and 12.
General Courses are not examined externally, although students will complete an
Externally Set Task in Year 12.

12
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Each General course consists of two units:

. Year 11 General Courses - Units 1 and 2
. Year 12 General Courses - Units 3 and 4

UNI EMPOWERED: UNI READY

This option is for students who achieved success in Year 10 but who find that
exams are not the best way for them to demonstrate their understanding, or
maintaining a workload of four ATAR courses is too demanding. It is
recommended that students attain a ‘B’ or higher in English to qualify for the Uni
Ready pathway.

Uni Ready is an ‘alternate entry to university’ run by Curtin University. It is a
university bridging course offered to students during high school.

Students complete 4 units over Year 11 and Year 12 and upon successful
completion of these units, are awarded an ATAR of 70. This ranking can then be
used to gain entry to particular courses at Curtin University. From 2026, students
who select Uni Ready must also be studying a minimum of one ATAR course.

Each unit is taught by a school-based ViSN teacher, in line with Curtin University
standards for delivery. As such, students considering this option should
understand that they would be undertaking a university level course and will be
assessed according to university standards. More information is included in the
Courses on Offer at John Paul College section of this handbook.

Entry into Uni Ready can take place at the start of Year 11, Semester Two of Year
11 or at the commencement of Year 12. It should be noted, however, that the
course is competitive and student results and reports need to be submitted as a
part of their application.

13
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How to make a choice that is best suited to you

UNI EMPOWERED VET EMPOWERED
General Pathway
; ATAR 4+ Pathway General Courses, Career and
- Minimum of four ATAR Courses Enterprise, Work Placements,
L VET Certificate Qualifications,
> Traineeships
ATAR 4+ UniReady GeneralPathway| GeneralPathway|
- Pathway Pathway +Certificate IV | +- VET Certificate
[+ 4
g
[17]
D=
w
= : Entry to VET
(o] Direct entry Direct entry o
(8] to university to 50“"_‘:
'5 u:‘l’\::i;s;sy Alternative entry to university
o

or

Direct entry to workforce

DETERMINE WHAT PATHWAY YOUR CHOSEN CAREER REQUIRES

See the College’s Post School Destinations section of the Handbook for more.

. University study required? select Uni Empowered.
. TAFE study required? select VET Empowered.
. Year 12 education only? select VET Empowered.

14
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DECIDE POSSIBLE CAREER/S YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURSUE

. Visit Course Seeker https://courseseeker.edu.au/

. Discover trends in the Australian jobs market
https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/

. Find resources and tools for career decision-making at

https://myfuture.edu.au

CHECK PREREQUISITE COURSES FOR UNIVERSITY OR TAFE STUDY

A number of university courses require students to have successfully completed
certain prerequisite courses in Year 12 to be eligible for entry.

Similarly, some TAFE courses have minimum entrance requirements which
usually involve students achieving a specific level of English (literacy standard) and
Mathematics (numeracy standard) or minimum AQF Certificate Qualification level
in order to be considered for entry into the course.

UNIVERSITY

Visit the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) website www.tisc.edu.au or
individual university websites for prerequisites for each course.

Additionally, physical copies of University Handbooks are available in the SLC
outside the Senior School Deans office.

TAFE

Check the TAFE websites:

CENTRAL REGIONAL TAFE www.centralregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/

NORTH METRO TAFE www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au

SOUTH METRO TAFE www.southmetrotafe.wa.edu.au

Discuss course selections with your Course Advisor on or before subject selection
day to ensure your selections will meet the minimum entrance requirements and
selection criteria for the course/s being considered.

15
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CHECK YOUR 2026 SEMESTER 1 GRADES

Students should then check that they have achieved the prerequisite grade or
recommendation as set by the College for each particular Year 11 or 12 Course
being considered. Prerequisites usually apply to ATAR subjects.

These prerequisites have been set on the basis that students need a background
and a sound level of achievement before they can pursue the study of a course at
Year 11 or Year 12 level with the expectation of a degree of success.

THE THREE P’s

Generally, in selecting units of study, students should keep in mind the “three P's":

Prerequisites

Look at University guides, TISC guides and TAFE websites to see if any of
the courses you wish to enter post-secondary school require particular Year
11 or Year 12 subjects.

Passions

Ensure that you select subjects that you enjoy. If you enjoy doing the
subject, you will enjoy studying for it and the results are likely to work more
in your favour.

Past Performance

Use your reports and SEQTA marks to look at the courses you have
experienced success with in the past. If you have been good at it in the past,
you are more likely to experience success in the future.

In general, you should select courses that challenge you to experience success,
but that are not too difficult, that you are not able to engage with, hence putting
your graduation status at risk.

16
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Come back to this checklist once you have read the guide, to make sure you have
completed all the steps.

Criteria for Course Selection

o Areyou clear about your post- school goals? (University, TAFE, direct entry
into the workforce, Vocational Training such as Apprenticeships or
Traineeships]

o Have you checked the Year 10 or Year 11 recommendations for the courses
you are considering?

o Does your program include at least one course from List A and one from
List B?

o Have you completed all sections of your Course Selection Form in
preparation for your interview with your Course Advisor?

CHOOSING YOUR COURSES

Ensure you have chosen Senior School courses that match the prerequisites for
the university course/s you are considering.

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR COURSES

You need to choose a total of six courses for 2027:

Course 1

You need to have chosen an English course.
In Year 11 you must choose one of the following:

e English General, Units 1 & 2

e English ATAR, Units 1 & 2

e Literature ATAR, Units 1 & 2

» English as an Additional Language/Dialect ATAR, Units 1 & 2

e English as an Additional Language/Dialect General, Units 1 & 2

» (Foundation English / Preliminary English - consult English teacher)

17
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In Year 12 you must choose one of the following courses:

e English General, Units 3 & 4

e English ATAR, Units 3 & 4

e Literature ATAR, Units 3 & 4

e English as an Additional Language/Dialect ATAR, Units 3 & 4

e English as an Additional Language/Dialect General, Units 3 & 4

e (Foundation English / Preliminary English - consult English teacher)

Course 2

Religion and Life is a compulsory course in Year 11 and 12 at John Paul College.
Have you included a Religious Education course in your selection?
Students may select Religion and Life at either an ATAR or General level.

Course 3

You must include a List B course in your subject selection.

Although not compulsory, Mathematics is recommended. (Mathematics
Essentials General must be selected if your are yet to pass the Numeracy
component of OLNA).

Courses 4-6

o Have you chosen three (3) other courses for Year 11 or 12 to make a total
of six (6) for 2027 according to your results, recommendations, interests,
career choices etc?

o Please note that “Study Lines” will only be granted for students who have
successfully completed Year 11 and are tracking well toward graduation,
or who are studying external certificates through TAFE or other providers.
Study Lines will only be granted by the Deputy Principal: Teaching and
Learning, in consultation with other relevant staff.

18
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Course Selection Process

YEAR 11, 2027

For students currently enrolled in Year 10, the following process will take place:

e Students, with at least one parent/caregiver to attend the 2027 Year 11
Subject Selection Information evening. Specific information regarding the
courses on offer, details on WACE Graduation and the implementation of
the Empowered Learning Days will be discussed.

At this meeting, students will receive the Subject Selection form to take
home and discuss with their parents/caregivers.

e Students, with at least one parent/caregiver to attend the Subject Selection
interview to be held after school in Week 2/3 of Term 2. Each student will
be allocated a specific Course Advisor who will talk through the Subject
Selection process with the students and parents to ensure that students
are on a pathway to achieve success.

YEAR 12, 2027

For students currently enrolled in Year 11, the following process will take place:

e Atthe end of Term 3 each student will meet with either the Dean of Senior
School or the Deputy Principal: Teaching and Learning to discuss their 2027
study plan. By this stage most students will be on an appropriate pathway,
however, minor adjustments and tweaks to student timetables can be
catered for.

e InTerm Four, those students with whom a pathway change would be more
suitable, or who are at Academic Risk will be invited to a meeting with the
Dean of Senior School and/or Deputy Principal: Teaching and Learning, with
a parent/caregiver to discuss the 2027 courses of study.

19
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Alterations to Course Selections

What if | change my mind? When can | make changes?

Students have the following opportunities to make changes to their Subject
Selections in their Senior School journey:

Year 10

After your Subject Selection Interview with your parent/caregiver and Course
Advisor, if you decide later during the year that you wish to make a change to one
or more of your courses, then please ask your parent/caregiver to contact the
Deputy  Principal:  Teaching and Learning, Mr Adam  Waddell
(adam.waddell@cewa.edu.au) with the relevant changes. If the change of course
is one which you do not have the current grades as a prerequisite, a meeting time
might be arranged to discuss the option.

Year 11
In Semester One students have the first three weeks of Term 1 to make changes
to their Unit 1 courses. No changes can take place after this.

In Semester Two, students have until the end of Term 2 to make changes to their
Unit 2 courses. After the Semester One Examinations, some students may make
significant changes to their course selections to ensure that they are on the path
to success, others may make minor adjustments.

Year 12

Although students in Year 12 study Unit 3 in Semester One and Unit 4 in Semester
Two, these units must be completed as a pair, and no changes can take place after
the Semester One Examinations.

As aresult, students in Year 12 will have until the end of Week 6 in Term 1 to make
any changes to their courses of study. As per SCSA requirements, no changes can
take places after this date.

20
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Courses on offer at John Paul College in 2027

LEARNING AREA: AP
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS RHIANNA RYAN

RELIGION AND LIFE ATAR

The Religion and Life ATAR course provides students with opportunities to
explore how and why individuals and communities relate to and understand
religion.

RELIGION AND LIFE GENERAL

The Religion and Life General course provides students with opportunities to
learn about religion and to explore the relationship between religion, society
and individuals.

21
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LEARNING AREA:
ENGLISH AND LANGUAGES

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS CARMEN MCBREARTY

ENGLISH ATAR

The English ATAR course focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative and
critical thinking and communication skills in all language modes, encouraging
students to critically engage with texts from their contemporary world, the past,
and from Australian and other cultures. Through close study and wide reading,
viewing and listening, students develop the ability to analyse and evaluate the
purpose, stylistic qualities and conventions of texts and to enjoy creating
imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses in a range of
written, oral, multimodal and digital forms.

ENGLISH GENERAL

The English General course focuses on consolidating and refining the skills and
knowledge needed by students to become competent, confident and engaged
users of English in everyday, community, social, further education, training and
workplace contexts. The course is designed to provide students with the skills to
succeed in a wide range of post-secondary pathways by developing their
language, literacy and literary skills. Students comprehend, analyse, interpret,
evaluate and create analytical, imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts in a
range of written, oral, multimodal and digital forms.

22
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE/DIALECT ATAR

The English as Additional Language/Dialect (EAL/D) courses are designed for
students who speak another language or dialect as their first or ‘'home’ language.
EAL/D focuses on development of the competent use of Standard Australian
English (SAE) in a range of contexts. The EAL/D ATAR course develops academic
English skills to prepare students for tertiary study.

Entry requirements need to be discussed with the Deputy Principal: Teaching and
Learning. The course will be run by VISN.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE/DIALECT GENERAL

The EAL/D General course is designed for students who speak English as an
additional language or dialect and are developing their skills in Standard
Australian English (SAE). This includes the recognitions of Aboriginal English and
supports Aboriginal English speakers to develop Standard Australian English while
valuing their home dialect.

Students learn how English works and how to use it effectively in everyday life,
further education, training and the workplace. They build confidence in listening,
speaking, reading, viewing and writing, while exploring how language shapes
personal, social and cultural identity. Students strengthen their English skills to
prepare for life after school, including employment, training and further study.

The course includes studying a wide range of texts, such as literature, media,
academic and workplace materials. Students also create their own spoken,
written and multimedia texts for different audiences and purposes with the goal
of preparing students for a range of post-secondary settings.

Entry requirements need to be discussed with the Deputy Principal: Teaching and
Learning.

23



Return to Page 1

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE/DIALECT FOUNDATION

The EAL/D Foundation course is designed for students who are beginning to learn
Standard Australian English (SAE). Students come from a wide range of language,
cultural and educational backgrounds, including those who are new to Australia,
have experienced interrupted schooling, or speak Aboriginal English, a creole or
another language at home.

The course helps students develop practical skills in listening, speaking, reading,
viewing and writing in Standard Australina English. Students learn how to
communicate effectively in everyday, educational and workplace settings while
building confidence in Australian social and cultural contexts. The course also
values the cultural knowledge, languages and experiences students bring with
them, helping them become confident communicators and independent, lifelong
learners.

Entry requirements need to be discussed with the Deputy Principal: Teaching and
Learning.

LITERATURE ATAR

In the Literature ATAR course students learn to critic readings of literary texts and
to create their own texts, including essays, poems, short stories, plays and
multimodal texts. Students engage with literary theory and study literary texts in
great detail. Students learn to read texts in terms of their cultural, social and
historical contexts; their values and attitudes; and their generic conventions and
literary techniques.

They enter the discourse about readings, reading practices and the possibility of
multiple readings. Students learn to create texts paying attention to contexts,
values and conventions. Students learn about literary language, narrative, image
and the power of representation. Students experience the aesthetic and
intellectual pleasure that reading and creating literary texts can bring.
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LEARNING AREA:
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS JUDY BAILIFF

HEALTH STUDIES ATAR

Students explore the multifaceted nature of health, focusing on the interplay of
physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual factors. Students gain insights
into health promotion, disease prevention, and the importance of informed
decision-making to enhance individual and community well-being.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION GENERAL

Through interaction with the natural world, Outdoor Education aims to develop
an understanding of our relationships with the environment, others, and
ourselves. The Outdoor Education General course focuses on outdoor activities in
a range of environments, including bushwalking, kayaking, snorkelling, surfing,
and orienteering. It provides students with an opportunity to develop essential
life skills and physical activity skills.

The Outdoor Education course also provides an opportunity to develop a
comprehensive understanding of the environment and develop a positive
relationship with nature. The course also offers students with opportunities to
develop skills that will enable them to pursue personal interests and careers in
outdoor pursuits, environmental management, or eco-tourism.
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Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical,
social and emotional growth. In the Physical Education Studies ATAR course
students learn about physiological, psychological and biomechanical principles,
and apply these to analyse and improve personal and group performances in
physical activities.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES ATAR

The course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will
enable them to pursue personal interests and potential in physical activity as
athletes, coaches, officials, administrators and/or volunteers.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES GENERAL

Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical,
social and emotional growth. The Physical Education Studies General course
provides students with opportunities to understand and improve performance
through the integration of theoretical concepts and practical activities. Through
engagement as performers, leaders, coaches, analysts and planners of physical
activity, students may develop skills that can be utilised in leisure, recreation,
education, sport development, youth work, health and medical fields.
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LEARNING AREA:
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS SARAH ELDRIDGE

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE ATAR (ViSN)

The Accounting and Finance ATAR course focuses on financial literacy and aims to
provide students with the knowledge, understandings and a range of skills that
enables them to make sound financial judgements. Students develop an
understanding that financial decisions have far reaching consequences for
individuals and business. The course will provide students with the understanding
of the systems and processes through which financial practices and decision
making are carried out, as well as the ethical, social and environmental issues
involved.

Through the preparation, examination and analysis of a variety of financial
documents and systems, students develop an understanding of the fundamental
principles and practices upon which accounting and financial management are
based. An understanding and application of these principles and practices
enables students to analyse their own financial data and that of businesses and
make informed decisions, forecasts of future performance, and
recommendations based on that analysis.
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ECONOMICS ATAR (ViSN)

Economics investigates the choices which all people, groups and societies face as
they attempt to resolve the ongoing problem of satisfying their unlimited wants
with limited resources. Economics aims to understand and analyse the allocation,
utilisation and distribution of scarce resources that determine our wealth and
wellbeing.

Economics develops the knowledge, reasoning and interpretation skills that form
an important component of understanding individual, business and government
behaviour at the local, national and global levels. The Economics ATAR course
develops reasoning, logical thinking and interpretation skills demanded by the
world of work, business and government. The emphasis of the course is on the
Australian economy.

GEOGRAPHY ATAR (ViSN)

The study of the Geography ATAR course draws on students’ curiosity about the
diversity of the world’s places and their peoples, cultures and environments. It
provides students with the knowledge and understanding of the nature, causes
and consequences of natural and ecological hazards, international integration in
a range of spatial contexts, land cover transformations, and the challenges
affecting the sustainability of places. In the ATAR course, students learn how to
collect information from primary and secondary sources, such as field
observation and data collection, mapping, monitoring, remote sensing, case
studies and reports.

MODERN HISTORY ATAR

The Modern History ATAR course enables students to study the forces that have
shaped today's world and provides them with a broader and deeper
comprehension of the world in which they live. While the focus is on the 20th
century, the course encourages students to make connections with the changing
world of the 21st century. Modern history enhances students’ curiosity and
imagination and their appreciation of larger themes, individuals, movements,
events and ideas that have shaped the contemporary world.
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POLITICS AND LAW ATAR (ViSN)

The Politics and Law ATAR course provides a study of the processes of decision-
making concerning society’s collective future. It aims to develop the knowledge of
the principles, structures, institutions and processes of political and legal systems
primarily in Australia. It brings together the executive, legislative and judicial
branches of government to demonstrate how society is governed and how each
branch of government is held to account. It examines the democratic principles
practised in Australia and makes comparisons with other political and legal
systems.
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LEARNING AREA:
MATHEMATICS

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MR JUSTIN FARE

MATHEMATICS ESSENTIAL GENERAL

Mathematics Essential focuses on enabling students to use mathematics
effectively, efficiently, and critically to make informed decisions in their daily lives.
Students yet to pass the Numeracy component of OLNA must select Mathematics
Essentials General.

MATHEMATICS APPLICATIONS ATAR

This course is designed for students who have a wide range of educational and
employment aspirations, including continuing their studies at university or TAFE.

MATHEMATICS METHODS ATAR (ATTRACTS ATAR BONUS)

Mathematical Methods is designed for students whose future pathways may
involve mathematics and statistics and their applications in a range of disciplines
at tertiary level.
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MATHEMATICS SPECIALIST ATAR (ATTRACTS ATAR BONUS)

Mathematics Specialist is designed for students with a strong interest in
mathematics, including those intending to study mathematics, statistics, all
sciences and associated fields, economics, or engineering at university.

MATHEMATICS METHODS & APPLICATIONS ATAR

Mathematics Applications ATAR and Mathematics Methods ATAR are now an
acceptable combination and MAY be offered as a combination at Year 12 level.

ATAR BONUS

A bonus of 10% of a student’s final score in this course (Mathematics Methods
ATAR or Mathematics Specialist ATAR) is added to their Tertiary Entrance

Aggregate, which in turn is used to calculate a student’s ATAR score.

A student will receive the bonus irrespective of whether or not this course is
used as one of their top four ATAR scores.
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LEARNING AREA:
SCIENCE

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MISS RENEE LLOYD

BIOLOGY ATAR (ViSN)

Students will explore the structure and function of living systems, from cells and
DNA to ecosystems and biodiversity. They will investigate processes such as
evolution, inheritance and ecological interactions through fieldwork and practical
investigations. Students will examine real-world issues like conservation,
biotechnology and human impacts on the environment using scientific evidence.
This course develops skills in analysis, inquiry, and problem-solving in biological
contexts.

CHEMISTRY ATAR

Students will explore the structure, properties, and reactions of substances, using
theories and models to explain and predict chemical behaviour. They will
investigate real-world applications such as pharmaceuticals, materials science,
energy production and environmental sustainability through practical laboratory
work. Students will develop precision, analytical thinking and problem-solving
skills while conducting experiments and interpreting data. This course connects
chemistry to fields such as medicine, agriculture, and engineering.
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EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ATAR (ViSN)

Students will explore Earth systems and the sustainable management of natural
resources, including soil, water, plants, and animals. They will investigate
agricultural production, environmental change and the impact of human activity
using scientific and technological approaches. Students will analyse how
innovation can improve productivity while maintaining environmental
sustainability. This course focuses on real-world challenges related to food
security, resource use, and global demand.

HUMAN BIOLOGY ATAR

Students will explore the structure and function of the human body, including
systems, genetics, evolution, and population biology. They will investigate human
variation, inheritance and the science behind diseases, treatments, and
preventative health strategies. Through practical activities, students will apply
biotechnology techniques and evaluate lifestyle and health decisions. This course
develops understanding of human biology in medical and everyday contexts.

PSYCHOLOGY ATAR

Students will explore how thoughts, emotions and behaviours are influenced by
biological, cognitive, and social processes. They will investigate key theories and
research related to memory, development, personality, and social influence using
scientific methods. Students will design and analyse investigations while applying
ethical principles in psychological research. This course develops critical thinking
and an understanding of human behaviour in real-world contexts.
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PSYCHOLOGY GENERAL

Students will explore how individuals think, behave, and interact within groups
using psychological theories and models. They will investigate basic research
methods and apply scientific thinking to everyday behaviour. Students will
develop skills in critical analysis, communication, and problem-solving. This
course provides practical understanding of psychology in real-life and workplace
contexts.

PHYSICS ATAR

Students will explore energy, forces, and motion across scales, from subatomic
particles to galaxies. They will investigate concepts such as energy
transformations, wave behaviour, electricity and quantum theory through
experiments and data analysis. Students will apply models and mathematical
relationships to explain and predict physical phenomena. This course builds
strong analytical and problem-solving skills relevant to engineering and
technology fields.

SCIENCE IN PRACTICE GENERAL

Students will explore science through real-world issues such as forensic
investigations, marine ecosystems, wave technologies, local geology, and
environmental sustainability. They will investigate how concepts from biology,
chemistry, physics, and Earth science work together to explain and solve everyday
problems, using the scientific method to plan experiments, collect and analyse
data, and communicate evidence-based conclusions. Students will examine the
impact of science on society by analysing issues such as resource use, health and
safety, technological developments, and environmental change. Through hands-
on investigations and collaborative projects, students will develop practical skills,
critical thinking, and the ability to make informed decisions about real-world
scientific challenges.
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LEARNING AREA:
THE ARTS & TECHNOLOGIES

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS KATHERINE COULTER

THE ARTS

DRAMA ATAR

The focus in this course is on both individual and ensemble performance, as well
as the roles of actor, director, scenographer, lighting designer, sound designer,
costume designer and dramaturge.

DRAMA GENERAL

The Drama General course focuses on drama in practice and aesthetic
understanding as students integrate their knowledge and skills. They engage in
drama processes such as improvisation, play building, text interpretation,
playwriting and dramaturgy.
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The Music ATAR course offers an in-depth study of music theory, composition,
and performance, preparing students for advanced musical education and
careers. Through rigorous training and practical experience, students develop
their musical talents and gain a thorough understanding of various musical styles
and practices.

MUSIC ATAR

MUSIC GENERAL

The Music General course provides opportunities for creative expression, the
development of aesthetic appreciation and the enjoyment and satisfaction that
comes from listening to and making music independently and collaboratively with
others.

VISUAL ARTS GENERAL

The course encompasses the practice and theory of the broad areas of art, craft
and design, where students have opportunities to express their imagination and
develop personal imagery, skills and engage in the making and presentation of
artworks.

TECHNOLIGIES
APPLIED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY GENERAL

Students explore the fundamental principles, concepts and skills within the field
of computing. They learn how to diagnose and solve problems in the course of
understanding the building blocks of computing.
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In the Food Science and Technology General course, students develop their
interests and skills through the design, production and management of food-
related tasks.

FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY GENERAL

MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: METAL GENERAL

The Design: Metal Work General course provides hands-on training in
metalworking techniques, emphasising both creative design and practical
fabrication skills. Students learn to craft intricate metal pieces, blending
traditional craftsmanship with modern technology.

MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: WOOD GENERAL

The Materials Design and Technology General course is a practical course.
Students can choose to work with metal, textiles or wood, with the design and
manufacture of products as the major focus.
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LEARNING AREA:

VET, ViSN & ENDORSED PROGRAMS

HEAD OF LEARNING AREA:
MRS GABBY JOHNSTONE

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)
CERTIFICATE Il IN ENGINEERING STUDIES

This qualification is intended for people interested in exposure to an engineering
or related working environment with a view to entering into employment in the
area. It will equip graduates with knowledge and skills which will enhance their
prospects of employment in an engineering or related working environment.

This qualification delivers broad-based underpinning skills and knowledge in a
range of engineering and manufacturing tasks which will enhance the graduates’
entry-level employment prospects for apprenticeships, traineeships or general
employment in an engineering-related workplace.

CERTIFICATE Il IN SPORT COACHING

The Certificate Il in Sport Coaching is offered in partnership with the Health and
Physical Education Learning Area and IVET and delivered over one year.

To achieve the qualification, students must meet the course requirements and be
deemed competent in all units of competency. Students develop relevant
technical, vocational, and interpersonal competencies suitable for employment
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and further training in sport and recreation as well as skills, knowledge and
experiences that are transferable to other industry areas.

This course provides students with a positive transition from school to work and
provides a structure within which students can prepare for further education,
training, and employment.

CERTIFICATE Il IN WORKPLACE SKILLS (ViSN)

This course has been designed to teach you about different procedures in
business including becoming proficient in office technology (such as using a
computer), dealing with customers and clients, and developing your writing skills.
You'll learn general office administration, word processing and spreadsheets,
business communication, and workplace health and safety. Students will
complete 10 units of competency that will allow them to run their own small
business venture during the year.

Units of Competency:

. Apply communication skills.

. Support personal wellbeing in the workplace.

. Plan and apply time management.

. Work effectively in business environments.

. Participate in sustainable work practices.

. Contribute to health and safety of self and others.

. Deliver a service to customers.

. Use business software applications.

. Use digital technologies to communicate in a work environment.
. Use inclusive work practices.

In Year 12 students can then complete CERTIFICATE 111 IN BUSINESS (ViSN)
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Students wishing to study other Certificate/VET courses should liaise directly with
Mrs Gabby Johnstone. Accommodations can be made on and off campus.

ENDORSED PROGRAMS - CURTIN UNI READY

At the time of publication of this handbook, the Curtin Uni Ready program has
been endorsed by SCSA. Please refer to the SCSA website for more information.

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3
Two Year Option One and half Year Option One Year Option
(Start at the commencement (Start at the commencement of (Start at the commencement
of Year 11) Semester Two of Year 11) of Year 12)

In the first year, Year 11 students complete In the first year, Year 11 students complete . .
two core (compulsory) units: one core (compulsory) unit: All four units to be completed in one year.

Students will need two lines of ViSN for

* Fundamentals of * Foundations of the whole of Year 12.

Academic Writing Communication

< Fundamentals of

* Foundations of Academic Writing

Communication In the second year, Year 12 students

complete: - Foundations of
Communication

In the second year, Year 12 students * Introduction to :
complete: Health Sciences Students will complete:
* Introduction to * Introduction to Humanities o e Fleteh

Health Sciences Health Sciences

Along with the following core unit in Semester

 Introduction to Humanities o +  Introduction to Humanities
See the following pages for more o Fundam_ental_s_of :ee !:Ihe folIow;\ng ;?ages for more
details on each unit. Academic Writing etails on each unit.

This means that students may require
two lines of ViSN in Semester One of
Year 12.

See the following pages for more
details on each unit.
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FOUNDATIONS OF COMMUNICATION - (Core Unit)
Unit Content

The focus of this unit is communication, specifically, looking at different ways of
communicating information for different audiences and purposes.

Students will learn about email etiquette, group work, infographics, blogging,
online communication, and public speaking.

Assessments

Assessments in this unit include course assignments and other assessments.
There is no exam for this unit.

Prerequisite

Students must be studying an ATAR course for the duration of the Curtin Uni
Ready program (all 4 units).

FUNDAMENTALS OF ACADEMIC WRITING - (Core Unit)
Unit Content

The focus of this unit is learning about the skills needed to be able to write
successfully at university level. Students will also gain a strong understanding of
university protocols.

Content of this unit includes reading critically, plagiarism, academic integrity,
paraphrasing and referencing, all in the context of developing essay writing skills.

Assessments

Assessments in this unit include course-based assignments and assessments.
This unit includes an exam.

Prerequisite

Students must be studying an ATAR course for the duration of the Curtin Uni
Ready program (all 4 units).
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For Year 12, students will select the TWO (2) of the units below. More detail will be
provided prior to enrolment.

YEAR 12 ELECTIVE UNITS

INTRODUCTION TO HUMANITIES - (Elective Unit)

This unit explores the interrelationships of people with and within systems.
Students will explore themes related to society, culture, environment and
technology and their reciprocal impacts. The unit seeks to develop students
understanding of self as part of diverse and complex systems viewed through a
critical lens.

INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH SCIENCES - (Elective Unit)

This unit will provide students with a basic understanding of some of the human
anatomy and physiology components of an undergraduate Health Sciences
program. This includes an overview of the structure and function of human
anatomy and physiology, focused on musculo-skeletal, cardiovascular,
respiratory, nervous, digestive, endocrine and immune systems. Human cell
biology and homeostasis will also be investigated.
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The Virtual Schools Network, known as ViSN, are courses that are taught online
by a teacher in Catholic Education in Western Australia. Students who enrol in a
ViSN class will have one 1-hour TEAMS call once a week with their teacher and will
then work independently through work in the Senior Learning Centre for a line of
their classes.

Virtual Schools Network (ViSN)

Students sit assessments under JPC staff supervision and will sit their exams on
our campus.

ViSN could be an option for students:

e Who wish to study a particular course in Year 11 and 12, but due to small
numbers or staffing, it could not be offered at John Pual College in that year;

Or

e If a student wishes to study two particular subjects that are both offered at
John Paul College, but are running on the same line. They could choose to
study one through ViSN.

2027 ViSN offerings are shown on the following page.

Mrs Gabby Johnstone oversees the enrolment into these courses.
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YEAR 11 ViSN Offerings

Year 11, 2027

ATAR English (Additional
Language/Dialect)
GENERAL English (Additional

ATAR Religion and Life

o i .
Language/Dialect)
ATAR Accounting and Finance ATAR Geography
ATAR Health Studies
and Technology

GEMNERAL Applied
Information Technology

ATAR Human Biology

= H 3o

and Enterprise ATAR Literature

Certificate Il Creative Industries ATAR Maths Methods
o ta c S -
Certificate Il Workplace Skills ATAR Modern History
ATAR Chemistry ATAR Physics

Curtin UniReady. ATAR Palitics and Law

(Tertiary Preparation Course)

ATAR Drama ATAR Psychology

imlTa LW ER L HELELLE

ATAR Earth and Environmental Science GENERAL Psychology

ATAR Economics

These are only the courses offered - minimum numbers are required by
enrolment dates. VISN Admin reserves the right to withdraw subjects.

The Year 11 ViSN Handbook is available here:
2026.04 ViSN-Online-Learning-Handbook-2027 Year-11.pdf
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YEAR 12 ViSN Offerings

Year 12, 2027

ATAR Religion and Life ATAR English (Additional L anguage/Dialect

GENERAL English (Additional
Language/Dialect)

ATAR Accounting and Finance

ATAR Biology ATAR Health Studies
Certificate Il Creative Industries ATAR Literature

Certificate Il Tourism ATAR Mathematics Specialist
Certificate || Workplace Skills ATAR Modern History
Certificate Ill Business* ATAR Politics and Law

Curtin UniReady (Tertiary
Preparation Course)

ATAR Psychology

ATAR Earth and Environmental Science

* This course is only available to students who commenced the qualification in Year 11.

These are only the courses offered - minimum numbers are required by
enrolment dates. VISN Admin reserves the right to withdraw subjects.

The Year 12 ViSN Handbook is available here:
2026.04 ViSN-Online-Learning-Handbook-2027 Year-12.pdf
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Learning Diversity

Students within the Learning Diversity Centre have courses and learning
experiences curated to their needs, helping develop essential skills and mindsets
for life beyond the College.

Only students who have met certain eligibility criteria can undertake the
preliminary courses. Families will be contacted by the Head of Learning Diversity
to discuss courses individually.

RELIGION AND LIFE PRELIMINARY

The Religion and Life Preliminary course provides students with opportunities to
learn about one or more religions.

ENGLISH PRELIMINARY

The units focus on the fundamental skills that support language use.

VISUAL ARTS PRELIMINARY

The units focus on providing students with opportunities to enhance their skills in
drawing, painting and sculpting to use their creativity and design skills.

MATHEMATICS PRELIMINARY

This course focuses on basic mathematics concepts that students need to
function as independently as possible within their home, community, and work
environments.
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MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: WOOD PRELIMINARY

The Design: Woodwork Preliminary Course introduces students to the
fundamentals of woodworking, emphasising essential techniques and safety
practices. This foundational course nurtures creativity and technical skills in wood
design and craftsmanship.

MATEIRALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: METAL PRELIMINARY

The Design: Metalwork Preliminary Course introduces students to the basics of
metalworking, focusing on essential techniques and safety practices. This course
fosters both creativity and technical proficiency in metal design and fabrication.

FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PRELIMINARY

In the Food Science and Technology Preliminary course students develop their
interests and skills through the production of food-related tasks and consider
various reasons for eating food.
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Post Secondary Pathways

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS AFTER YEAR 12?
Students leaving school after Year 12 typically follow one of these options:

e University Entry

o TAFE Entry

e Apprenticeship/Traineeship
e Employment

All students should be aware that some university courses require specific
prerequisite subjects in Year 12, and that some TAFE courses are highly
competitive, so completing certain courses in senior school can be an advantage
in terms of entry into these courses.

UNIVERSITY ENTRY
UNIVERSITY ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

To be considered for admission to a public university a school leaver must:

1. Achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE).

2. Achieve competence in English, as prescribed by the individual
university. Normally this requires a scaled mark of at least 50 in Year 12
English ATAR or Literature ATAR, or a C grade in an English ATAR course.

3. Satisfy any pre-requisites for entry to a particular course.

To meet this requirement students, need a scaled mark of at least 50 in the
specified ATAR course/s at Year 12 level.

4, Achieve an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) which exceeds the
minimum ATAR or Selection Rank for the chosen course.
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AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR)

The ATAR is a number between 0 and 99.95 that indicates a student’s relative
position compared with all other people of school leaving age in the total
population. ATAR is simply an indication of where a student sits in this ranking
compared to other students who sat the WACE exams that year.

Information relating to the cut-off ATAR for course entry can be obtained from the
relevant university, the TISC website www.tisc.edu.au or the Deputy Principal:
Teaching and Learning.

CALCULATING ATAR SCORE

The ATAR is the standard basis of admission to most university courses. Students
are ranked in order of merit based on your ATAR. The ATAR ranges between zero
and 99.95. It reports a student’s rank relative to all other Year 12 students in the
state.

An ATAR of 75.00 indicates that you have an overall rating equal to or better than
75% of the Year 12 school leaving age population in Western Australia (i.e. you are
in the top 25% of students graduating in that year). The ATAR is calculated using
scaled scores in ATAR courses.

SCALED SCORES

Once students have finished all of their school-based assessment in an ATAR
course, their school will send a mark to SCSA. This is a student’s raw school mark.
-this is generated from assessments completed in class throughout year 12.

Next, all students enrolled in ATAR courses will sit an external WACE examination
for each of these courses. The WACE exams are held in October/November each
year. The mark a student achieves in this exam is known as their raw exam mark.

Before the raw exam mark and the raw school mark can be used SCSA applies a
number of statistical calculations to these.

49


http://www.tisc.edu.au/

Return to Page 1

Firstly, SCSA conducts a procedure called moderation to adjust school marks by
looking at the performance of groups of students in the exam. This ensures
students are not advantaged or disadvantaged if they were marked or assessed
easier by their school compared to teachers at other schools. This moderated
school mark is then added to the student’s raw exam mark to give a course
combined mark.

The course combined marks are then standardised. While exams are written by
experienced educators, pitched at a particular level of difficulty, we know that
sometimes they may be easier or more difficult for students than in other years.
Standardisation is carried out so that there is no advantage or disadvantage based
on whether one exam was more difficult or easier than another exam that year.

All course results will then be scaled by TISC via a process called Average Marks
Scaling. Scaling is a very important part of the mark’s adjustment process. In
general terms, a subject is scaled according to the marks that all students doing
that subject achieved in their other three, four or five courses. Its aim is to ensure
that students who are completing more difficult courses are not disadvantaged
compared to those students’ studying courses that are considered less
academically demanding and hence less rigorous. This process is applied to each
of the Year 12 ATAR courses the student has studied, and the final mark is called
the scaled score for that course.

Scaling is not pre-determined, so TISC cautions students against selecting courses on
the basis of how you think they will be affected by scaling.

The best four final scaled scores are then added together to get a total out of 400.
This total together with any subject bonuses (worth up to 30 marks - see below)
are added together to get a score out of 430. This score is known as the Tertiary
Entrance Aggregate or TEA.
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ATAR AND UNIVERSITY ENTRY

UNIVERSITY ENTRY MINIMUM ATAR

The ATARs shown below were the minimum scores to be considered for entry into
each university in 2026. Many courses have much higher entry ATARs.

University Min ATAR Average per Course
Curtin University 70 Approx. 54%
Murdoch University 70 Approx. 54%
Notre Dame University* 70.5 Approx. 55%
Edith Cowan University 70 Approx. 54%
University of Western Australia 70 Approx. 54%

Notre Dame University also accept direct applications to the university. The
enrolment process for direct applications includes a personal statement, previous
academic, sporting, cultural and leadership successes and an interview.

ATAR AND UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE

The ATAR required to gain entry into a particular university course will vary from
course to course and from year to year depending on student demand for
particular courses and the number of places available for those courses.

The next table summarises a sample of courses and the ATAR that was required
to gain entry in the first round of offers made by the four public universities in
2026. The second column has been included to show the approximate average
scaled mark required in the best four subjects studied in Year 12.
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D A RDO
Actuarial Science (92 | Undergraduate Degrees | Vet Science 98 | Teaching (ECE) 70
Physiotherapy 94 | Science 70 Animal Science 70 | Teaching (Prim) 70
Engineering 80 | Commerce 80 Engineering 80 | Teaching (Sec) 70
Comm/Engineering|80 | Psychology 80 Law 90 | Law 85.8
Pharmacy 80 | Engineering 80 Business 70 | Engineering 80
Law 90 | Environ Science 81.9 | Games Tech 70 | Occupational Th 80.2
Law/Commerce 90 Assured Pathways Primary Teaching [70 | Speech Pathology [80.2
Commerce 70 | Pharmacy 94 Chiropractic 70 | Ex/Sport Science 70
Occupational Th |89 | Law 96 Computer Science [70 | Commerce 70
Education 70 | Psychology 96.2 | Environ Science 70 | Nursing 70
Nursing 72 | B. Philosophy 98.2 | Nursing 70

Education (PE) 84.2

While some of these required ATARs may encourage many students to select a
university pathway course in Year 11 and 12, it should be remembered that:

e the academic rigor of university courses is high.

o failure rates for first year students at universities are significant.

e employment prospects for students graduating with lower university
grades are not as promising.

2025/2026 Data can be found at the following links:

Curtin 2026-minimum-ranks-cur.pdf
Edith Cowan 2026-minimum-ranks-ecu.pdf
Murdoch 2026-minimum-ranks-mur.pdf
Notre Dame 2026-minimum-ranks-unda.pdf
UWA 2026-minimum-ranks-uwa.pdf
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TISC VIDEO GUIDES

TISC has produced a series of videos covering a range of relevant topics. These
include:

e An explanation of the university entrance requirements,
e How the ATAR is calculated,
e How the scaling process is applied,
e How to apply to university and
e Using your course preferences etc.
The full collection of videos is available at
https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/video.tisc

ENTRY TO THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA

Notre Dame selects students on the basis of a broad range of information
provided by the student, the student’s school and others in a position to provide
supporting evidence. Admission can occur through TISC or direct to the university.

This process is designed to ensure that the university selects students who
demonstrate:

e Adequate ability, preparation and potential to succeed in university studies.
e The motivation to complete such a course.
e Personal qualities that will enhance the university community.

If this process identifies the student as a potential candidate for admission to the
University, he/ she is invited to an interview. Students will need to provide:

e acompleted application form.

o full academic results of Year 11 and Semester One Year 12 studies

e apersonal reference

e a completed Notre Dame School Reference form in which the school
provides a professional judgment of the student’s ability, performance and
potential, as well as comments on more general attributes exhibited by the
student in the school environment.
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TAFE ENTRY

TAFE offers a wide range of courses, typically of shorter duration than university
courses. For example, Certificate Il courses can be completed in one semester,
Certificate IV courses can normally be completed in one year, and Diploma and
Advanced Diploma courses may be completed over two years. Fees are payable,
depending on the level of the qualification and its resource requirements.

A TAFE course of study is becoming an increasingly desirable qualification for
future employment and has gained a high degree of credibility and acceptance by
employers, licensing bodies and professional institutions. TAFE's nationally
recognised courses provide para-professional training, pre-apprenticeship
training and entry-level courses that can lead on to university study.

TAFE COURSES

TAFE offers almost 1,000 courses of which over 400 are full-time each with specific
entry requirements. TAFE offers six levels of courses:

Certificates | and Il - Job Ready

Certificates | and Il are entry-level courses providing students with the basic skills
to get a job. They learn the essential knowledge and skills required by the industry
area as a worker with limited responsibilities. These usually take one semester to
complete.

Certificate lll - Trade and Intermediate Service Workers

A Certificate lll prepares students for employment at junior to intermediate
levels in Clerical, Sales and Service work. It is usually required for recognition as
a tradesperson. Most apprenticeships and traineeships lead to a trade course at
this level.

Certificate IV - Associate Professionals and Supervisors

A Certificate IV gives students a broad knowledge of their chosen industry and
substantial depth in some areas. The course prepares them to take limited
responsibility for others, usually in a supervisory role. Most Cert IVs take one year
to complete.
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Diploma, Advanced Diploma and Associate Degree.

Professionals and Managers Diplomas, Advanced Diplomas and Associate
Degrees prepare students to work autonomously and be involved in solving
technical issues. These qualifications take between one and two years to
complete.

TAFE PATHWAYS

TAFEWA qualifications are designed in a sequence so that a student can move
from one qualification to the next, such as a Certificate Il to a Certificate Ill, or a
Certificate IV to a Diploma.

Generally, successfully completing one level provides the minimum entrance
requirements for the next level. Students are able to start at the level that suits
their current knowledge and education and then progress to higher level
qualifications as their needs, skills and interests develop.

TAFE Entrance

The criteria used to determine entry to TAFE are quite different from those used
for university entrance. A key difference is that the TAFE admission process uses
a student's school-based grades and not a student’s performance in the WACE
examination.

Students planning a course of study at TAFE are strongly advised to speak to the
Head of Career Development at the College with regards to:

e Confirming they have chosen appropriate courses in Year 11 and 12
e Assistance in applying for entry to a TAFE course.

TAFE ENROLMENTS

TAFE enrolments for full-time courses are centrally administered. That is, all
applications for entry to TAFE courses are sent to a “central” TAFE Admissions,
where they are then processed on behalf of the individual TAFE colleges.

Students submit their application in October/November of the year prior to them
wishing to commence study at a TAFE campus. The application form allows
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students to choose up to four (4) preferences based on choice of course and
choice of campus.

University bound students are advised to apply for both TAFE and University
Courses, to keep their options open.

TAFE TO UNIVERSITY PATHWAY

Some TAFE qualifications can lead to university entry.

Students wishing to pursue the TAFE to University pathway, should contact the
relevant University's Prospective Student’s Centre directly to gain information on
which TAFE qualifications that University will consider for entry into specific
courses. Students can also get information on University Advanced Standing or
Credit for TAFE qualifications which may result in time off degree courses.

Students need to complete at least a Diploma level course to be considered for
entry to UWA while other Universities especially ECU will consider a Certificate IV
(although Diploma/Advanced Diplomas are preferred and may give students
exemptions from parts of their degree courses).

Each university treats applications by TAFE graduates separately and entry to
some Universities is easier than others.

TAFE graduates apply through the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) (as do
School Leaver students who have an ATAR) for admission to the public
universities.

TAFE SELECTION PROCESS

To gain entry into TAFE full time courses, applicants must first meet minimum
Literacy and Numeracy standards or achieved a particular VET Qualification level.
The minimum entrance requirements for entry to the various levels of courses at
TAFE are shown in the table below.
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TAFE Course School Leaver Non-School Leaver VET
QUALIFICATION
Certificate | Nil Nil Nil
Certificate Il OLNA or NAPLAN CGradesinYr 10 English and Certificatel or
Yr9Band 8 Maths or equivalent Certificate |l
Certificate Il OLNA or NAPLAN CGradesinYr 10 English and Certificate l or
Yr9Band 8 Maths or equivalent Certificate |l

Certificate IV

Diploma or
Advanced Diploma

CGradesinYr11

WACE General English
and OLNA or NAPLAN
Yr 9 Band 8

Completion of WACE
General or ATAR (minimum

CGradesinYr 10 English and
Maths or equivalent

Completion of WACE
General or ATAR or
equivalent (minimum C

Certificate ll or
Certificate Il

Certificate IlI

CGrades)or equivalent

Grades)

About 70% of full-time courses on offer at TAFE usually have enough places for all
applicants. These are called NON-COMPETITIVE courses. To gain entry to these an
applicant needs to meet these minimum entrance requirements only. Applicants
submit their application online and including their personal information, the
name of the qualification for which they are seeking entry and evidence that they

.....

.....

SELECTION CRITERIA

Approximately 30% of TAFE courses there are more applicants than there are
places available. These are known as ‘competitive courses. In these cases, TAFE
uses a range of Selection Criteria where an applicant who has met the minimum
entry requirements is awarded a ‘point score’, which is then used to ‘rank’ all
students applying for a particular course. Students will then be offered a place in
this course based on their ranking and the number of places available. Under this
system a student's application is assessed and scored out of a possible maximum
of 90 points as shown below.
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SELECTION CRITERIA FOR COMPETITIVE COURSES - MAXIMUM 90 POINTS

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT WORK HISTORY
MAXIMUM 60 POINTS MAXIMUM 30 POINTS
Calculated from either: Secondary Credit for total hours worked at 0.003 points/
Education Results (Best 3 Subjects/ hour:

Grades)

or A Completed VET qualification Points will
be calculated for both of these, and

whichever gives the highest points is used to
calculate the score for academic | volunteer work If more than one VET

e employment

e workexperience.
e community service or

achievement. qualification has been completed, the
one which awards the highest points
score will be used.

As the calculation of TAFE entry points is done separately for each particular
course, it is not possible to make comments about the general level of scores.
Similarly, the demand for courses in TAFE varies significantly from year to year.

Creating your USI

The USI is a Unique Student Identifier. A USI is a free, lifelong education number
that only needs to be created once.

Students will need to create a USI if:
e They are studying a nationally recognized Vocational Education and
Training (VET) course.
e They are seeking a VET student loan.
e They are a higher education student (post gih school), seeking
Commonwealth financial assistance, such as HELP/HECS loan
e They are a higher education student graduating.

If is strongly advised that all students apply for their USI, using their personal
email address (so they can still access it after graduating from the College).
Further details can be found at https://www.usi.gov.au/students/create-your-usi
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Useful Resources - Career and Education Websites

The information gained from the following list of websites may help students

determine their post-school options:

Apprenticeships and Traineeships

www.jobsandskills.wa.gov.au/training/aprrenticeships-and-traineeships

Australian Defence Force Academy
www.defencejobs.gov.au

Australia Wide Job Search
www.jobsearch.gov.au

Career Research
WWWw.careersonline.com.au

Centrelink
www.centrelink.gov.au

Curtin University
WWW.curtin.edu.au

Edith Cowan University
www.ecu.edu.au/future-students/overview

Job Resources Australia
https://www.youth.gov.au

Murdoch University
www.murdoch.edu.au

My Future
www.myfuture.edu.au
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My Skills
www.myskKills.gov.au

Study Assist (Information on Assistance with Fees, Expenses, Loans)
www.studyassist.gov.au

Training WA (TAFE course information)
www.trainingwa.wa.gov.au

Tertiary Institutions Services Centre
www.tisc.edu.au

University of Notre Dame
www.nd.edu.au

University of Western Australia
www.uwa.edu.au

Western Australian Government (go to ‘Education and Training’)
WWW.Wa.gov.au

University Admissions - 2028 Admission Requirements for School Leavers
https://tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2028.pdf
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Useful Resources - SCSA links

The information gained from the following list of websites may give students and
parents/caregivers a deeper understanding of the courses on offer and the role
played by SCSA in the Senior School years.

Courses - Year 11 and 12
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials

Disability Adjustments
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/disability-adjustment-

guidelines

Eligibility Criteria for Languages and EAL/D Courses
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/languages

Endorsed Programs
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/endorsed-programs

OLNA - Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna

School-Based Assessment
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/school-based-assessment

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/the-wace

ATAR Examinations
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/examinations
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Past ATAR Examinations
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/further-resources/past-atar-course-

exams

WASSA (Western Australia Statement of Student Assessment)
http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/certification/wassa

If you have any further queries, please feel free to contact:

MR ADAM WADDELL

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
TEACHING & LEARNING
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Course Summary Table and Prerequisites

The guide below offers prerequisites for students wishing to study these courses
ataYear 11 level. These Year 10 prerequisites are based on historical College data
and offer a minimum Year 10 achievement level for a student to experience

success in the course in Year 11.

Students in Year 11 will be counselled individually if their results in general are
not tracking towards successfully completing Year 12.

Course \ List \ Recommended Year 10 Result

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religion and Life General A Nil
Religion and Life ATAR A 60% in Religion, HASS and English General
ENGLISH AND LANGUAGES
English General A Nil
English ATAR A B grade in English General
EAL/D ATAR (ViSN) A Must speak to Mr Waddell / Mrs Gaulke
EAL/D General A Must speak to Mr Waddell / Mrs Gaulke
Literature ATAR A C grade in English Extension
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Health ATAR B 60% in Science General
Physical Education Studies ATAR B 60% in Science General & Physical Education
Physical Education Studies General B Nil
Outdoor Education General B Nil
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Accounting and Finance ATAR (ViSN) B B grade in Mathematics General
Economics ATAR (ViSN) A B grade in Humanities General
Geography ATAR (ViSN) A B grade in Humanities General
Modern History ATAR A B grade in Humanities & English General
Politics and Law ATAR (ViSN) A B grade in Humanities General
MATHEMATICS
Mathematics Essentials General B Nil - Must select if OLNA Numeracy required

. — A grade in Mathematics General
Mathematics Applications ATAR B B grade in Mathematics Upper General
Mathematics Methods ATAR B C grade in Mathematics Extension
Mathematics Specialist ATAR B B grade in Mathematics Extension
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Course \ List \ Recommended Year 10 Result
SCIENCE
Chemistry ATAR B 65% in Science Extension + Maths Extension
Human Biology ATAR B 70% in Science General
Biology ATAR (ViSN) B 70% in Science General
Physics ATAR B 65% in Science Extension + Maths Extension
Psychology ATAR B 60% in Science General
Psychology General B Nil
Science in Practice General B Nil
THE ARTS
Drama ATAR A 60% in Drama + English General
Drama General A Nil
65% in 10 Music and/or pass level in Grade
Music ATAR A 4+ AMEB Performance Exam or pass AMEB
Grade 2+ Theory Exam, or equivalent
60% in 10 Music or 65% in 9 Music or pass
Music General A level in Grade 3_ AMEB Performance Exam
or pass AMEB Grade 2+ Theory Exam
Visual Arts General A C grade in 9 or 10 Visual Art

TECHNOLOGIES

Applied Information Technology B B grade in 9 or 10 Mechatronics

General

Food Science and Technology General B C grade in 9 or 10 Food Science

Materials Design and Technology: B Cgrade in 9 or 10 Design & Technology:

Metal General Metal

Materials Design and Technology: Cgrade in 9 or 10 Design & Technology:
B

Wood General Wood

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

Cgrade in 9 or 10 Design & Technology:

if Il in Enei : : v
Certificate Il in Engineering Studies Vetal

Certificate Il in Sports Coaching C grade in 10 Physical Education

Vv
Certificate Il in Workplace Skills (ViSN) Vv Nil
Certificate Il in Business (ViSN) [Yr 12] \Y Nil

For other Certificate courses, please contact Mrs Gabby Johnstone for more details.

ENDORSED PROGRAMS

Curtin Uni Ready \ E \ C grade in 10 English General

For other Endorsed Programs, please contact Mrs Gabby Johnstone for more details.
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