
 

 

 

30 January 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

RE: YEAR 9 WELCOME LETTER 2026 

Year 9 already! I’m sure many of you are asking the same question I am, where has 

the time gone since they first walked through our gates in Year 7? Time has flown, 

and with it your child has grown tremendously. 

Welcome back to the 2026 school year. I hope you and your families enjoyed a well-

deserved and restful Christmas break and are feeling refreshed and ready for the 

year ahead. 

As mentioned in my thank you letter last year, I am incredibly honoured to continue 

walking alongside your child as they enter Year 9. This is a pivotal stage in their 

journey, a year where maturity deepens, perspective broadens, and character is 

truly shaped. Students will face new academic demands, including NAPLAN, and will 

begin to see themselves through a wider lens as learners, peers, and young people 

preparing for the senior years ahead. It is a transformative year, and I am excited to 

support and guide them every step of the way. 

Our 2026 theme is Resilience and Perseverance. This focus will stretch students 

in all the right ways. These are lifelong skills which reinforce the ability to keep going 

when things feel challenging, to learn from setbacks, and to believe in their capacity 

to grow. Together, we will encourage students not to shy away from difficulty, but 

to meet it with confidence, strategy, and purpose. 

I understand that the beginning of the school year can feel both exciting and 

overwhelming. My hope for our Year 9 students is that they embrace this year fully 

learning from mistakes, taking educated risks, and continually striving to become 

the best version of themselves. 

Please take the time to carefully read through the important information below. 

Doing so will help ensure we start the year positively, clearly, and on the right foot. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or simply need support at any stage, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me. I am always happy to work alongside you to ensure 

your child feels supported, challenged, and confident throughout the year. 

Warm regards, 

 



 

 

 

First Day – Tuesday, 3rd February 2026 

The first day of school is always an exciting time! To ensure a smooth transition, 

please take note of the following: 

Morning Schedule: 

• 8:20am: Arrive at school. 

• 8:30am: Students to meet at the MacKillop area with their bags. I will be 

there, along with the Home Room teachers, to welcome them. They will then 

proceed to their Home Rooms. 

Students are reminded to bring their locks back to school as they will be allocated a 

new locker which will need to be safely secured during the year. If your child does 

not have a lock, they are available to purchase for $30 at student reception.  

Uniform and Presentation 

At JPC, our uniform is a symbol of unity, pride, and respect. Wearing it correctly 

fosters a sense of belonging and responsibility. Please take a moment to review 

the  JPC Uniform Policy  on our website with your child to ensure they meet 

expectations. 

JPC Uniform Guideline 

• Students who do not meet uniform or grooming standards may be required 

to make immediate adjustments. 

• For more serious breaches, sanctions may apply, and parents will be 

contacted. 

Your support in upholding these standards is greatly appreciated, together, we can 

help students develop a sense of pride in themselves and their school. 

 

 

 

 

https://jpc.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/current-JPC-Uniform-Guidelines.pdf


 

 

 

PE Uniform – Important  

 

In 2026, students in Year 9 will be required to get changed into/out of their PE 

uniform on days that they have Physical Education or Specialised Sport (SPS). This 

is a major change for Year 9 students as they will need to arrive at school in their 

normal College uniform and get changed into the PE uniform at the beginning of 

their PE lesson. 

 

Please see below the times the uniform shop is open if you are required to 

purchase or order any items: 

• Tuesday 3:00pm – 4:00pm 

• Saturday 9:00am – 10:00am 

 

The Importance of Home Room 

This year, we continue to place a strong emphasis on Home Room, as it plays a key 

role in fostering student well-being, connection, and organisation. 

• Home Room times:  Home Room starts at 8:30am. Students must arrive 

before 8:25am to be ready. Monday to Thursday (15 minutes) and Friday (60 

minutes). This time is invaluable in ensuring students feel supported, 

prepared for the day, and engaged with their peers. 

• Pastoral matters: Your child’s Home Room teacher should be your first 

point of contact for any concerns. For more serious or confidential issues, 

please feel free to reach out to me directly. 

• Academic matters: Please direct your communication to the relevant Heads 

of Learning Area. 

Home Room Teachers 

 

House Home Teacher Email Contact 

Clancy Richard Geyer Richard.geyer@cewa.edu.au 

McAuley Anike Dos Santos Anike.dossantos@cewa.edu.au 

MacKillop Shynil Kaur Shynil.kaur@cewa.edu.au 

Prendiville Taine Warren Taine.warren@cewa.edu.au 

Rice Heinrich Vos Heinrich.vos@cewa.edu.au 



 

 

 

Academic Success: Assessment Guidelines 

Together with our subject teachers, I am committed to providing the best possible 

academic experience for your child. To help them stay on track, I encourage you to 

review the JPC Assessment Guidelines. A link to these guidelines can be found on 

our school website or the link below.  

JPC Assessment Guidelines 

Key academic expectations for students: 

• Complete the prescribed program for each subject. 

• Submit all assessments as outlined in the Assessment Outline. 

• Maintain a good record of attendance, conduct, and progress. 

• Take responsibility for missed assessments, extensions, or academic 

concerns by proactively communicating with teachers. 

Missed Assessments  

 

Parents of students who miss an assessment for a valid reason (e.g., Illness) will be 

required to respond to the email received from their subject teacher. In addition, 

students are required to complete the missed assessment in the Library once they 

return to school. In 2026, catch-up assessment times will be offered from Monday 

to Friday, 8.00am. An emailed note and completing a catch-up assessment are 

required for the student to receive a standardised mark for the missed 

assessment. 

 

Important Dates – Term 1, 2026 

The full College Calendar and specific Year 9 events can be accessed in the following 

link. College Calendar 2026 

Upcoming Key Events: 

• Swimming Carnival (Competitors Only)  – 25th February 2026 

• NAPLAN Testing Starts     – 11th March 2026 

• ACC Swimming Carnival     – 27th March 2026 

• Last Day of Term 1      – 2nd  April 2026 

https://jpc.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Assessment_Guidelines.pdf
https://jpc.wa.edu.au/community/calendar/?r34icsym=202602


 

 

 

Useful JPC Links for Families 

• Uniform & Personal Appearance Expectations - JPC Uniform Guidelines 

• College Rules and Expectations - College Rules and Expectations 

• Good Standing Policy - JPC Good Standing Guidelines 

• Assessment Guidelines - JPC Assessment Guidelines 

• JPC Online Calendar - College Calendar 2026 

• SEQTA Engage - https://jpc.engage.cewa.edu.au/ 

Thank you for entrusting me with your child’s education. I am so excited for what’s 

ahead, this year will be filled with growth, learning, and unforgettable experiences. 

Let’s work together to create an environment where every student feels supported, 

challenged, and inspired to be their best. I look forward to meeting you all soon and 

partnering with you throughout the year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Andrew Dutton 

Dean of Year 9 

Andrew.dutton@cewa.edu.au 

https://jpc.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/current-JPC-Uniform-Guidelines.pdf
https://jpc.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/College-Rules-and-Expectations.pdf
https://jpc.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Good_Standing_Guidelines.pdf
https://jpc.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Assessment_Guidelines.pdf
https://jpc.wa.edu.au/community/calendar/
https://jpc.engage.cewa.edu.au/
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