
 

 

 
30 January 2026 

 
 
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Students,  

 
RE: Year 8 2026  
 
Welcome to Year 8 2026, after what I hope was a happy and refreshing Christmas and 
New Year period for your family. It is with great excitement that I say I have the privilege 
of working with Year 8 students and their families this year. Our aim as a cohort for this 
year is to continue to develop in all areas of schooling life; Not only academically, but 
holistically to integrate strong, positive values to be the best young people we can.  
This year, we are going to have a theme of Year 8 ‘RAD’ Traits to continually refer to, 
ensuring that we are remaining on the right track. These traits are ‘Respect, 
Accountability, Drive for improvement’. I believe that with these traits there is potential 
for everyone to improve and become better individuals, members of our community at 
John Paul College and in the wider community of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. 
 
Useful Links for Families 

• Uniform & Personal Appearance Guidelines 
• College Rules and Expectations  
• Good Standing Policy 
• Assessment Guidelines 

 
Students’ First Day 
The Year 8 – 10 students first day in 2026 is on Tuesday 3rd February. To allow students an 
appropriate amount of time to prepare and get set-up and ready, Tuesday will run on a 
Modified Timetable (Extended Home Room). 
It is an exciting time to return to school on the first day of the year. To ensure a smooth 
start to the year, please see the schedule for the morning 
Morning Schedule: 

• 8:20am: Arrive at school (can be earlier) 
• 8:30am: Students meet on grass area near the Hard Courts (basketball courts). I 

will be there with the Year 8 Home Room Teachers to welcome their return. 

If a student has misplaced their lock over the summer holidays, they purchase another 
one from Student Reception for a fee of $30. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Uniform and Presentation 
At John Paul College our uniform is a symbol of unity, pride and respect. As a team in Year 
8, we aim to be leading by example and holding each other accountable for increasing the 
uniform and personal appearance standards amongst the College. Please see the link at 
the bottom of this letter for the John Paul College Uniform Guidelines: 
This year there is a couple of major changes to the uniform expectations I want to bring to 
your attention. 

1) Students can still wear their PE uniform to school the days they have Physical 
Education or Specialised Sport. However, if they wear the PE uniform on the wrong 
day for an invalid reason, they will receive an after-school detention 

2) No logos allowed on socks (Formal and PE uniform) 

Home Room 
A reminder that students are to arrive at the College before 8:25am when the first bell 
sounds and should be in their allocated Home Room at 8:30am. 
The Home Room times are listed below. It is vital that your child attends Home Room on 
time so they can prepare for the day, receive important information, and engage 
positively with their peers. 

• Monday – Thursday (normal timetable) 
o 8:30am – 8:45am 

• Friday (modified timetable) 
o 8:30 – 9:30 

Home Room Teacher and Communication 
If there are any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to reach out to the College. All 
pastoral matters should be directed to the Home Room teachers, and for more serious 
matters, contact me as the Dean of Year. Please be aware that Home Room Teachers do 
teach for much of the day and therefore, may be a short delay in replying to emails. The 
Year 8 Home Room Teachers for 2026 are: 
House Home Room Teacher Email Contact 
Clancy Mrs Marlise Du Preez marlise.dupreez@cewa.edu.au 
MacKillop Mrs Payal Chand payal.chand@cewa.edu.au 
McAuley Mrs Tonya Parr tonya.parr@cewa.edu,au 
Prendiville 
 

Mr Armand Erasmus 
Mrs Emerensea Erasmus 

armand.erasmus@cewa.edu.au 
emerensea.erasmus@cewa.edu.au 

Rice 
 

Mr Juan Kotze 
Mrs Liesl Kotze 

juan.kotze@cewa.edu.au 
liesl.kotze@cewa.edu.au 

 
For concerns regarding subject specific matters please go directly to the subject teacher 
and if needed to the relevant Head of Learning Area. 
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Key Dates for Term 1 
The College calendar can be accessed via our website here. On the calendar you can select 
the relevant year levels to have ‘ticked’ so you can see what is happening for those 
cohorts, including assessments, presentations / guest speakers and other events. This is a 
live calendar and will be the most up-to-date way to see what is happening at John Paul 
College. 
Some important dates and events are: 

• Week 4 Wednesday 18th February: Ash Wednesday Mass 
Ash Wednesday will be celebrated with a Mass at the College to acknowledge the 

start of the Lenten season where we reflect the sacrifice Jesus made. This is an 
important day in the year for the Catholic Church and in turn is a compulsory day 
at school. 

 
• Week 4 Wednesday 25th February: Interhouse Swimming Carnival  
The swimming carnival this year will be a competitor only event. If students are 

interested in competing in the carnival, they will be required to sign up for the 
events they wish to participate in. For students who do not wish to attend the 
carnival then they are required to be at school as it is still a compulsory school 
day. Students that participate will not miss out on content if they decide to 
compete. 

 
• Week 5 Monday 2nd March: Labour Day (public holiday) 
 
• Week 8 Wednesday 25th March: Independent Learning Day  
All students will have an independent learning day due to the Year 7, 11 & 12 Parent 

Teacher Conferences. Students are expected to complete their allocated work that 
is given on OneNote. 

 
• Week 9 Wednesday 1st April: Year 8 Retreat Day 
This compulsory school day is a time of reflection where students will participate in 

activities that are run by an external group with an overarching theme for the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://jpc.wa.edu.au/community/calendar/?r34icsym=202602


 

 

 
Please see below the list of Extended Home Room activities / events for Term 1: 

Week 1 
Tuesday 3rd February Start of Year Organisation 

Friday 6th February Year Group Assembly 
Week 2 Friday 13th February Home Room Connection and Reflection 

Week 3 
Wednesday 18th 

February 
Ash Wednesday Mass 

Friday 20th February House Assembly 
Week 4 Friday 27th February Study Skills 
Week 5 

Clancy Week 
Friday 6th March Clancy Mass 

Week 6 Friday 13th March Interhouse Competition 
Week 7 Friday 20th March Harmony Day Assembly 
Week 8 Friday 27th March Project Compassion Activities 
Week 9  2nd April Easter Liturgy 

 

YEAR 8 USEFUL LINKS 
1.     College Calendar – 2026 College Calendar 
2.         College Assessment Guidelines – JPC Assessment Guidelines. 
3.         College Uniform & Personal Appearance Expectations – Uniform Guidelines 
4.         College Rules and Expectations – College Rules and Expectations 
5.         Good Standing Guidelines – Good Standing Guidelines 
6.         SEQTA Engage – SEQTA Engage 
 
I would like to reiterate how excited I am to have the privilege of being your Child’s Dean 
of Year. I truly believe that 2026 is going to be a year of growth, maturity and realising the 
potential that we all have. If this goal becomes reality, it will be because of the 
collaborative approach between school, home and the student. I thank you in advance for 
your assistance and support and I look forward to working with you and your child this 
year. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the year 
ahead. I am available at the College on 9201 4377 or email vinnie.keynes@cewa.edu.au 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
 
 

Vinnie Keynes 
Dean of Year 8 
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